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MOTORING . COMPUTING . ACTIVITIES 


The Year3000 may still com 
to pass, but the music shall 
Iasi. 1 can hear on a timeless 
wavelength, never decipatlng, 
but giving us strength. 

Group: Pet Shop Boj*. Song: 

It's Alright. LP:Inlrospectlve 


Music for the people 
and funds for the needy 


By Khaldoon Tabaza 
Special loThc Star 

THE amplifiers in Ammon wilt 
lie raised to the maximum once 
again when five of Jordan's lop 
musical groups #uh« for n music 
festival that is#xpe&fid to be the 
biggest ever if* the hfitory of Jor¬ 
dan. 

Music loyeff will have die op- 
IHinuniiy to «c the live perfor¬ 
mance* ybf jMiragc, Hot Ice, 
Moody, Umfcr Ags<f, C)rlcm Ex¬ 
press, >nd possibly ‘Other groups 
in a LWO;hour : ippcn uif music fes¬ 
tival that:will pc organized by the 
Nniional-t -pupils.-' Conservatory 
1 (NCM). *V' 

"We are hoping tluit an audi¬ 
ence of aboui 10.000 people will 
attend die festival, whose aim is 
to raise funds for needy student 
who warn to study music at the 
conservatory," .says Kifnh Fakho- 
ry of the NCM. Mr Fukhory is 
still not sure about the site of the 
festival but says that two possible 
suggestions arc die Orthodox 
Club stadium and AI-Hussein 
Sports City stadium. 

The producer of the Festival is 
the we H-knOwii' Kgdio ilordan's 
cx-DJ Sami Kama! who [greatly 
encouraged IbC&l 'mu&diby: intro¬ 
ducing the -Jordaniah fTowf. in his 
shows in flfhich he presented the 
music of Ideal groups in addition 
to live interviews. =■ 

The revenue from., the festival 
which Is scheduled for 6 Septem¬ 
ber wiUhuy each <df!ihe:partici¬ 
pating groups music scholarships 
to be given to needy music stu¬ 
dents. “One student will get a 
Mirage Scholarship „ another one 
will get a Moody Scholarship, 
and so on...," says Sami. 



Orient E x j# r e s is 

Orient Express is a group that promises the audience a kind of mu¬ 
sic which is different from that of the other participating groups. 

"Wc play Jazz-Rock and Classic Rock instrumentals," says Saf¬ 
wan Nascr, the drummer of the group, "and wc try to give our mu¬ 
sic a bit of an oriental touch," he adds. 

In addition to Snfwan, the group consists of Ernest Al-Sakka on 
the bass, Chris Simiriotis on the synthesiser, and Racd Mains on the 
violin. "Another guitarist Karccm Tolltoni, is now playing with the 
group und will probaly become a permanent member soon," says 
Nascr. 

All the members of the group have a heavy metal background. 
Safwan and Ernest were the founding members of two groups since 
1983. These groups arc Warriors and Dcja Vu. Chris' previous 
group wos a heavy metal one called Black Rose. 

"The idea of the festival is great, back in the early eighties, I at¬ 
tended a similar concert made by 'Swacd', 'Ace', and Charles Mctro- 
pol is who were the big names at the lime. I think that such festivals 
should be held annually," Safwan says. 


Moody 

Though his name is rarely heard on Radio Jordan. Moody seems to 
have the biggest number of songs among local artists. " I started 
five years ago in England and now 1 have 63 songs," says Moodv 
However only two songs;' Changes' and 1 mid-love' were record¬ 
ed since Moody can t afford recording ihe rest. 

Moody held some concerts when he was in England, but this is 
his first live appearance in Jordan. 

Under Age 

Though the least experienced among the 
participants. Under Age seem to be rising 
very rapidly in the local music arena these 
days. The group which consists or Ayman 
Al-Sakct, Ghassan Wahbch and Nassim 
Majdalawi is practicing two hours a day 
and is now looking for a new drummer 
and a new bassist. 

"At the moment, we are recording some 
new material," says Nassim. “One of our | if wiifc 
new songs is called 'Slone Kids’ and there iV 
is another one about green peace called 1 . fM&Jli H 
Show the world you care'." CHb! 

"Wc arc very proud to play with such ' 

tex y and we prami “ - 




Hot 1; c e:s 


wc w u m ^participating in the festival. WcVceota 
of Hm la 88 b ' C EngHsh oncs ' n MoiJaFaza 


Utcly, sonic chimgcs concerning ihc group's membenhn. 
lakcn place. Quosay Zoreikal is now out nf ih/> ._ 
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SNOOKER; 

A game for the talented 


AMMAN — 

Snooker is a 
great sporting 
success story 
of modem 
times, but it is 
easily forgot¬ 
ten that it start¬ 
ed as a folk 
sport long be¬ 
fore it became 
a subject for 
dinner table 
conservation. 

There were 
three million players in Britain 
alone even when the World Pro¬ 
fessional Championship had 
sunk so low in public interest 
that it was not held at all from 
1950 to 1964. 

By 1986 there were seven mil¬ 
lion players in Britain, with rep¬ 
resentatives of 25 countries com¬ 
peting at international level. The 
World Professional Champion¬ 
ship, held each spring at the Cru¬ 
cible Theatre Sheffield, is one of 
the nation's great sporting occa¬ 
sions. It provides thrilling enter¬ 
tainment not only for the 980 or 
so spectators lucky enough to be 
in that ideal amphitheatre for the 
game, but for millions who 
watch on television. 

The huge public appetite for 
snooker is anything but passive. 
People want to play, and hun¬ 
dreds of multi-tabic snooker cen¬ 
tres have sprung up to cope with 


this demand. Standards of play 
are rising all the lime, particular¬ 
ly among the young and of both 
sexes. Some of the more pre¬ 
cious talents seem almost to 
have been bom with a cue in 
their hand, so naturally do they 
fall into sound stance and tree 
cueing. 

Most are not so lucky. They ei¬ 
ther start with or develop techni¬ 
cal faults which condemn them 
to a lifetime of mediocrity, how¬ 
ever hard they uy. They may be 
knowledgeable about shot selec¬ 
tion, because they see so much 
good snooker on television, but 
what will be Lhe right shot for 
someone who possesses a relia¬ 
ble cue action may prove suici¬ 
dal for someone who does not. If 
you cannot deliver the cue 
through straight, you will never 
get anywhere with the game. 
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A bit about piracy 

EVER LOADED up a piece of sofLwarc to be greeted with 
cracked by the Byte Slasher" or some similar message with 
another, equally ludicrous (sometimes rather imaginative!) 
nickname? 

.y you're a home computer user hero in Jordan then you prob¬ 
ably did, because our computer scene has the interesting char¬ 
acteristic of being totally free from copyright law or any other 
restrictions whatsoever on all kinds of software duplication. 

Software heaven? Well, maybe... buL I'm not sure if it' s suc ‘ 1 
a big plus afar all.,. Not only docs this mean the non-existence 
oi a local software industry, thereby discouraging the devclop- 
ment of programming and of talents in our users and computer 
hobbyists, but it has also led to the dominance of easily (and 
very cheaply) available games over all forms of other construc¬ 
tive compute- activities amongst our youth. , 

copyright-free environment has its advantages, though, 
ana definitely proves helpful where the dinar's devaluation is 
concerned, especially that we can have any software package 
Hwf r sun paying the price! But then again, what 


L ft _J . _ -HU| U1W OViVTTOlV •» ww----- 

ard work. I think an introduction of a Jordanian copyright bill 
u something worth pondering by the government. Jordanian 
computer stores have no other option than to sell pirated soft- 
ware and consequently face big difficulties doing business af- 
“k* which actually means more and more pirated 
abroad,as fastaspossible.i r • 

obtaining pirated software is easier than you would expect* 
f3Q ,‘y°u know your way about it, it is actually: 

? ^^S pre-release here sometimes),-add definjJJ" 
original C ^ eaper ® rec » ^ y° u know your business) thdn ttC 

“WHy originates from Europe where a 
SLSnJ*?!®*® pirates who invent strange hames for tbe^ 
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Jomans Political, economic and cultural weeklv 

-••• -.-■■■■ -- •........— 

Amma". 2-8 August 1990 juc^i Vof . y m 



Japan's envoy on Kalfu s 
visit, page 3 

Algeria's Islamists takeo- 
ver* page 12 : : 

Arab-US dialogue, page 11 





























































ARAB BANK 


Presents to its clients 
a variety of unique services 



□ Automated Teller Machine (ATM) 


Round the clock. 

Cash withdrawal, cash deposits, 
cheque books and account state¬ 
ments. 


ARAB BANK ■ 






□ Arab Bank cheques and incoming 
transfers 


can be cashed at any of our branches. 

Each branch offers its services on behalf of the others. 


□ Phone Bank 

Allows you to access your account 
from anywhere in the world around 
the clock by using the telephone. 

Phone Bank services include: 

Enquiring about your account. 

Ordering your account statement and 
cheque book. 

Answering your enquires in Arabic or English. 



□ Electricity bills 

The Bank welcomes its clients to settle their electricity 
bills through its branches. 


0 All our branches and offices serve our clients in cash 
foreign currencies morning and evening. 




SUBSCRIBE 

And get a weekly alternative to the usual news coverage 

For JD 10 annually The Star will be delivered to you 
doorsteps every Thursday morning 
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Economic co-operation to dominate talks 


Japanese prime minister to start first visit to Jordan 


By a Star Staff Writer 

JOINT ECONOMIC co¬ 
operation, and ways in which Ja¬ 
pan could help Jordan to restore 
iis economic stability will he 
among the topics of discussions 
between Jordanian officials and 
the visiting Japanese Prime Min¬ 
ister Mr Toshiki Kaifu, accord¬ 
ing to Tokyo's Ambassador to 
Ionian Mr Tadayuki Nonoyama. 
Mr Kaifu's visit to Amman on 21 
August, the first by a Japanese 
premier to the kingdom, will be 
piirt of a five-country Middle 
East lour which will also hike 
him to Turkey, Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, and Egypt. 

"We realise that Jordan is 
working hard to restore eco¬ 
nomic stability" and the ways in 
which Japan could help in this 
process will be the- most impor¬ 
tant issue of discussion between 
Mr Kaifu and Jordanian offi¬ 


cials, Nonoyanui told The Star 
in an interview. 

Mr Nonoyama said that the 
aim of Mr Kaifu’s visit to the 
Kingdom is to express Japan's 
support for Jordan’s efforts to 
confront the political and eco¬ 
nomic challenges it is currently 


During his 26-hour stay in the 
Jordan, Mr Kaifu will hold talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein, 
His Royal Highnc-ss Crown 
Prince Hnsxan and Prime Minis¬ 
ter Mudar Badran on means of 
enhancing economic co¬ 
operation between the two coun¬ 
tries as well as the peace process 
in the region. 

Mr Nonoyama believes that 
the deferment of payment of in¬ 
terest by Jordan on us estimated 
$347 million debt to Japan for 
next year will almost be dis¬ 
cussed by the Japanese prime 
minister and his Jordanian hosts. 


UJ's education quality threatened by 
over-admission, staff emigration 


By a Star Staff Writer 

THE QUALITY of education at 
the University of Jordan( UJ) 
will deteriorate and the oldest 
university in the country will not 
be able to maintain "the good ac¬ 
ademic level it has achieved over 
ihc years" if the number of stu¬ 
dents it has to admit this year 
surpasses its capacity, and if it 
continues to lose members of its 
leaching staff to other universi¬ 
ties in the area, according to UJ 
President Dr Mahmoud A1 Sarn- 
ra. 

I don't think the academic 
level of the university has deteri¬ 
orated but 1 think it will be af¬ 
fected if the university has to ac- 
wpi a number of students that 
die teaching facilities cannot 
fOpc with and if the university 
doesn't receive the necessary 
funds to expand and develop," 
says Dr Samra. 

Dr Samra wouldn't specify the 
number of students his universi¬ 
ty »capable of admitting to its 
vinous departments and I'aeul- 
““ b ul said that the university 
™ 17,500 in September 1989 
JttJheexpects the number to "be 
"ipicrin September 1990." 

A UJ professor who spoke to 
ne Star on the condition of ano- 
prty said that the university is 
suffering from "a prob- 
SV* overcrowding. Having 
students in the class room 
..J.® conducive to a high- 
said y c ^ ucal ‘ ona * process,'^hc 

JJr Samnt said that even 
J* University of Jordan 
ihP? P* num bcr of students 
loihS 2 Kce Pted, it is up 
tion m ® er Council for Bta’ 
um 10 determine the ac- 

k, "umber of students who will 
lie 10 Jordan's four pub- 

1|C universities. 

«»2rLf!P* ^ as ^r^dy en¬ 
join w, 1 ^ 1 students will 
i ' Jortans universities at the 

l4 Si°L lhe academic year 
Sfj-Thc UJ wilt have to 
M students, and "this 

" l 5cr5f? 8 S ° VCr m yca £ 

ne^, sl udcms accepted will 
the ®tfcci the quality of 
i cotZd^u 0 *' education," ac- 

|»'wmttenC < S SS0rwhO 

i 1 AUGUST 1990 
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Dr Mahmoud Al Samra 

' Dr Samra believes that Jordan 
is not capable of providing uni¬ 
versity education in its govern¬ 
mental universities to all those 
wishing to pursue their higher- 
education. He- says that private 
universities can provide a suita¬ 
ble alternative, especially that 
die HCE has demanded that 
these universities comply with 
certain standards," which arc 
tougher than those government 
universities have to maintain. 

As to the emigration of the 
university professors to oilier 
universities in the region, Dr 
Samra says that this process has 
noL so far posed a major problem 
to the university but there is 
"fear that it will in die- coming 
one or two years.” 

According to Dr Samra, only 
70 out of UJ's 750 professors 
have applied for sabbatical leave 
for next year and that is well be¬ 
low the 20 per cent that the uni¬ 
versity regulations allow. 

Dr Samra says that the univer¬ 
sity basically encourages ns 
teaching staff members to work 
for other institutions because 
such experiences provide them 
with the opportunity to meet 
with other specialists, fo. IIo *jfP 
with new discoveries m tneir 
fields, and "improve their eco¬ 
nomic situations." 

Dr Samra believes that the isal¬ 
aries that the teaching staff re¬ 
ceive" are not enough in hghtoi 
the responsibilities they shoul- 
dcr, the rising cost of living and 
the amount of money Hal Hey 

could be earning working else- 

where! - . 

Continue4on.pagc 4 



Mr Tadayuki Nonoyama 


The two countries have already 
agreed to defer the payment of 
interests for the year 1990. 

But while past Japanese assis¬ 
tance to Jordan was centred on 
the area of building infrastructu¬ 


ral services such as telecommu¬ 
nication networks, roads and 
damns, future economic aid will 
focus on helping the country 
with its economic adjustment 
programme. In February 1990, 
the two governments signed an 
agreement under which Japan 
will grant Jordan a loan of JD 49 
million to be used in the. coun¬ 
try's reform programme of its ed¬ 
ucational and training systems. 

Since 1974 when Tokyo and 
Amman established full diplo¬ 
matic relations, Jordan has re¬ 
ceived a total of S 500 million in 
concessional loans from the Jap¬ 
anese government. According to 
Mr Nonoyama, Jordan is the 
largest recipient of Japanese offi¬ 
cial development aid in terms of 
per capita. 

Trade, volume between the two 
countries has reached $2(X» mil¬ 
lion with Jordan, in i ( >KK, im¬ 
porting $140 million worth of 


Japanese goods, mostly machin¬ 
ery, cars and electronic products, 
and exporting $34 million worth 
of mainly phosphate and potash 
to Japan. 

Mr Nonoyama could not say if 
Mr Kaifu would offer Jordan any 
specific aid packages, but said 
Hat "some projects are being 
worked out" without elaborating 
on die nature of these projects. 

1 le said that the regional polili- 
cal and economic instabilities 
arc not very encouraging for Jap¬ 
anese investors. " But in Jordan 
Here is stability, highly qualified 
work force aiul excellent infra¬ 
structural facilities, which make 
the country a gtxnl place for in¬ 
ternational Iran sac lions," he said. 

As to the Arab-lsraeli conllict 
ami the |k.*;u*c process, Mr Non- 
oyama said that Mr Kaifu will 

ConlintuMi on page 4 
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101 Sales Mnnagor 

Responsible for the overall snlus strategy, pricing, channel development, 
sales rep training, Must bo a technologist in the computer fiolri-KiiowlecIge of 
computer products and solutions and the development of global sales 
strategy and plan to introduce new products to the market. 

Develop anti plan product pricing guidelines and policies, conductcont 
analysis and sales forecasting. Develop short and long term pricing and 
sales strategy. Musi have experience in developing effective methods of soil, 
training of safes staff, and follow up and quality assurance. Must have 5 
years experience as an account manager with a Computer firm with two 
years supervisory experience. Must have BS/BA in computer science of 
related field. Knowledge or Apple producls is a plus. 

102 Marketing Analyst/Manager 

This position consists of studying and researching the market through 
formal market research methods including surveys, stalistical analysis and 
sampling methods. Must have a back ground work in researching computer 
market segments and analyzing customer needs vs exlsitng products, 
Develop marketing plan and products/ solutions definition and promotion. 
Responsible for the planning of producst launching, promotions, advertising, 
and other events related lo product marketing. Minimum 5 years experience 
in marketing research, preferably in computer products Must have a BA in 
Marketing. 

103 Financial Accountant 

5 years experience as a senior accountant in a Retail Based Business with 
multiple branches/ companies, Must have a BA in accounting form an 
accredited University. Must have experience wit the American accrual based 
accounting method Responsible for financial planning, develop financial, 
accounting, and audit procedures, financial reporting and budgeting. 

104 Networking and Communication Analyst. 

This position consists of network requirements definition, design, and 
implementation. Minimum 5 years experience in LAN and WAN in one or 
more standard/ commercial networks such as Ethernet, Token Ring, Arcnet, 
and SNA Experience with one or more NOS including Appleshare, Novell, 
Decnet, VTAM-NCP, LU62/APPC, and/ or NFS. Experience with CL/1, 
MACDFT, MAC workstation, or MACAPPC Is a plus. 

105 Software Engineer 

Minimum of 5 years experience in generic software development, 
preferably GUI bssed sofrware, Knowlege of OS internals - MACOS, 
MS DOS, or UNIX. 3 years experience in C or Pascal. 


Interested!! 


Then please write now enclosing C.V. and copy of your certificates and 

recent photo to: , 

Recruiting Manager P.O.BOX 9690 Amman - Jordan 

P,S. please mention reference No. to the Job you apply for on the envelop. 
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The charter should not be put to a vote—Ensour 


Editor's note: Lower 
House Deputy Dr Abdullah 
Ensour, & former minister 
of planning, is now the 
head of the 22-member 
National Bloc. He is also a 
member of a special House 
committee investigating 
cases of government cor¬ 
ruption. Following arc ex¬ 
cerpts of an interview he 
gave to The Star this week. 

The Star: The Lower House 
of Parliament has spent a con¬ 
siderable lime discussing cases 
or administrative and financial 
corruption in the country. A 
number of cases were referred 
to the General Attorney but 
some of them were sent back 
to die House nnd no rulings 
have been handed down on 
liny of the cases? I low do you 
! account for (hut and when will 
any decision on these Issues be 
taken? 

Dr Abdullah Ensour: The 
corruption cases are divided into 
different categories. The House 
has gone a long way in studying 
some of them, unci these (nine 
cases in total) were referred to 
Ihc General Attorney, who sent 
hack three of them because they 
were nut of his jurisdiction and 
this means that the House will 
receive a report from an elected 
seven-member committee sum¬ 
marising these cases before the 
House votes on them ahead of 
referring them to a special court 
for ministers as was specified by 
the Constitution. This step will 
be taken soon. The rest of the 
eases arc still being investigated 
by the General Attorney. 

Q: What is the nature of the 
eases involving the four former 
ministers? 

A: I cannot talk about the con¬ 
tent of these cases. This is the 
speciality of the court? 

Q: What about the proce¬ 
dures of developing these cas¬ 
es? This will probably be the 
first time in the whole region 
in which ministers are put to 
trial. Taking into considera¬ 
tion the social and political 
structure of the society, do you 


think that the ministers will 
actuully be tried? 

A: The question that should be 
answered is: Has there- been any 
corruption in the past? This was 
the common demand of all can¬ 
didates (for the Parliamentary 
elections), and voters agreed that 
the matter should be investigat¬ 
ed. Now we are- talking from a 
position of responsibility, The 
right authority to give the final 
word on whether there has been 
corruption or not is with the 
courts. Wc arc beyond the stage 
of pointing to the existence of 
corruption, Ihc need to fight it, 
and to restore public confidence 
in the executive institution be¬ 
cause this will eventually cuts 
the way for future illegal practic¬ 
es. 

As an investigation commis¬ 
sions we do not pass judgement; 
wc raise questions, 

Q: During your election 
campaign you said (hat you 
had documents that could 
prove the existence of corrup¬ 
tion and could lead to the in¬ 
dictment of certain persons. 
Did you use these documents 
und wluit are the cases that 
your documents pointed to? 

A: Definitely (the documents 
were used). What I had (of docu¬ 
ments) is with the General Attor¬ 
ney or else how were these eases 
built, and who provided the 
courts with any documents at 
all? 

Q: Many people say that the 
way in which the debate over 
corruption was handled did 
the country more harm than 
Rood, especially that nothing 
solid has resulted from it so 
far. What is your answer to 
that? 

A: First of all, it is not true 
that nothing has resulted from 
the investigation. The corruption 
cases arc being investigated ei¬ 
ther by the House, or by the 
General Attorney or arc with the 
courts. In nature, these cases re¬ 
quire a long time. 

Q: What about the first part 
of the question? 

A: No, the corrupt arc those 
who hurt the country. Those who 
investigate and chase corruption 
do not cause the country any 


Japnese premier visits Jordan 

continued from page 3 

not have any specific proposals on the issue and will mainly 

“i 0 “ n<5 ways In which Japan could contribute to peace and 
stability in the Middle East." ^ 

Mr Nonoyama said that Inpan has little experience in the- re¬ 
gion but that there arc certain cxpccialions for it to ploy a more 
active role in the peace process." He said Prime Minister Kaifii r s 
meeting with King Husjwin will give him the opportunity to bet¬ 
ter understand the Middle East complicated issues "and later try 
to form ulatc our contribution (to the peace process) n 1 

The Japanese diplomal said that Japan's posiiion'on Ihc Mid- 
^ K CC p 1 r ^ oss ,s aln,osl "Identical 1 with that or Jordan 
?h™Slf,h bky0 bel ! ovcs r P <:aco in die region should be reached 
through the convening of nn mlcmolionarpeace conference with 
the participation of all parties to the conflict including the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation ( PLO), the sole legitimate repre¬ 
sentative of the Palestinian people. ** 

He said Japan maintah dim peace in ihc Middle East should 
be based on Security Councils resolutions 242 and 338 and 
should guarantee the withdrawal of Israeli occupation forces 
from areas occupied since 1967, the recognition of the P&Iestini- 

“PSpP 1n S ht 10 “ lf -d«cnnination and an Independent state 
and the nghi of Israel to exist. 

However, Mr Nonoyama said that any future role For Japan in 

( the regions peace process will not be similar to that of the Unit¬ 
ed States because Japan docs not have any strong political lever¬ 
age on Israel. 
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"So ids 
clear that If 
the charter is 
voted on by 
the people, it 
will be super¬ 
ior to the 
Constitution. 
And this is 
something we 
don't want," 
MP Dr Ab¬ 
dullah En- 



harm. 

We are a country that is 
cleansing itself, a country that is 
trying to get rid of the dirt that 
had tarnished it. So if wc were 
right about the corruption cases, 
then we arc doing the right 
thing. And if we were wrong in 
assuming so, then this is a mis¬ 
take in our judgement. 

Also, we are not the only 
country that is doing that. Such 
things happen in die oldest of de¬ 
mocracies. It happened in Italy, 
France, Britain, and even in the 
United Slates; at the level of 
vice-presidents. 

So, why is it that in the case of 
Jordan, it is said that the country 
is hurting its reputation by trying 
to cleans itself. 

Q: You have recently an¬ 
nounced the formation of the 
22-member National Bloc, 
what are the common grounds 
among the members of this 
grouping? 

A: Members of the bloc arc in 
agreement on a number of prin- 

C u p l pDremost among which is 
that the bloc represents the mid¬ 
dle stream in the House. 

We are for a modern, demo¬ 
cratic state which is based on the 
Constitution. We represent the 
common denominator for the 

Dr Samra 

continued from page 3 

And since the UJ cannot raise 
the salaries of its teaching staff 
members in the time being due 
to the general hard economic 
conditions in the country, there 
L* t J? 1 many professors will 
accept the lucrauve offers that 
ihey arc receiving from abroad. 
S 1 ? n i y G 4 lf countries, and 
offer them f our 
Jordan** 0 S{rfary ^ ey receive in 

"The Tear is for the future." 
fay? Dr Samara, "as the attrac- 

K wor u cond,lion s» and the 
opportunities for staff 
members arc very tempting tn 

m 5!K Professors, "he says. 

«inI^ re !L3 0th jP B we can do to 
ffjP S?^?dy from resigning," 
sflys Dr Samra, However, the 

will take precautions 
against anv 


people who are not members of 
any political parties. 

The National Bloc is then a 
group that believes in the consti¬ 
tution, and in the form of the re¬ 
gime on a lasting and not on a 
temporary basis. 

We are with the building of a 
modem, moderate stale based on 
democracy and joint ruling on 
the basis of evolution and not 
revolution.We are cvolutionarics 
and not revolutionaries. 

Q: You, as a National Bloc, 
charged in a recent press con¬ 
ference that the government of 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
did not deliver all that It had 
promised. Can you elaborate 
on that? 

A: When the government first 
presented its policy statement, 
we accepted and valued this 
statement and suggested some 
amendments to it. 

1° general, the statement re¬ 
sponded to our aspirations. And 
so we gave the cabinet our confi¬ 
dence, pointing out to the prime 
minister that some changes in 
the composition of the cabinet 
nave to be made. 

Now that two House sessions 
nave passed, we announced that 
.mere has been some success in 
certain areas, especially in the 

tery fields. However no such 
success has been achieved as far 

nHrf C s J ablllty of (consumer) 
pnees and unemployment. 

At this particular time we 
wanted to stop and review the 
performance of the government 
and to review the ability of the 

1 h~hS. espccia ’' y after 

V ell0W U 8 ht We 
?hrSS m - b,e enou 6 h and 
achievements! r00m for more 

ii”)X, proEress ' lhen 
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fhP £ wU ^ys te aware, that 
to government (in its inten¬ 
tions) is very serious in trying to • 
wi . 0 ^£ r ? blems from wfich . 
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ccialisc in areas where we feel 
“■•ortages are most likely to oc¬ 
cur;' says Dr Samra. y 


we are suffering. - - 

Q\ You saW that the govern- 
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there is any thing more the 
government can do7 
A: In the recent statement cf 
ihc National Bloc we didn't say 
one sentence about the effects!} 
unemployment because they are 
common sense. We referred to 
different applicable ways in 
which unemployment can be 
dcalL with. 

There- can be no solution to the 
problem of unemployment with¬ 
out more investment and more 
projects. 

Q: Hut the question that re¬ 
mains is how can we attract 
new investments? 

A: Attracting the huge capital, 
within and around us, cannot be 
done through preaching and ap¬ 
pealing to patriotism. 

It (attracting new investments) 
can be done through creating an 
environment for investment. 
This means the country should 
be stable and this is up to the cit¬ 
izens to secure; it means that 
there should be liberal and open 
laws that can attract capital. 
There should also be ready, stud¬ 
ied, and analysed packages of 
projects, that should be present¬ 
ed to investors. 

Wc should also reduce tax bur¬ 
dens and not aim at making fast 
profit from taxes, because huge 
taxes scares the investor. 

In terms of utilising local sav¬ 
ings, there are about JD 3 billion 
deposited in the banks now wail¬ 
ing for new projects and wailing 
for( an atmosphere of) confi¬ 
dence to prevail. 

Q: Where do you, as a bloc, 
stand on the issue of the na¬ 
tional charter, now that work 
on it is nearing completion, 
and what is your position on 
having it put for direct voting 
from the people? 

A: The following is my per¬ 
sonal opinion. As a bloc wc have 
not yet defined our position on 
the charier and wc will do that 
once it (the charter) is finished. 

What everybody fears is to 
draft the charter in a way IJ* 
would overshadow the Constitu¬ 
tion, which is the common de¬ 
nominator which wc all agree 10 
accept and go by. . . 

So if the charter docs not nav 
anything to raise fears, for tne 
(status of the) Constitution then 
it will be accepted by all the peo¬ 
ple.. 

I am against putting cbB 2 
to public voting even if tnat w 
constitutional, for numerous rear 
sons. The most imported one 
that carrying a referendum 
means going directly to IKJJJ 
pie while the Constitution iueu 
is usually amended by the 
sentatives of the people. .So 
clear that if the charter jS v° 
on by the people, it will be 
perior to the Constitution- 
this is something we dpn t wan. 
Also, wc don't want the wan* 
to have any implications on 
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Stone lady receives a face-lift: 

Italians restore Madaba Mosaic 
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By Charlotte Hale 
Star Staff Writer 

BEFORE JORDAN'S water cri¬ 
sis hit the headlines, a delicate 
"lady" in Madaba was begging 
for water rationing. But she 
couldn’t speak because her intri¬ 
cate stone complexion was 
drowning in more than 10 centi¬ 
metres of water covering the 
floor of the Apostles Church 
where die lays as a part of col¬ 
ourful mosaic. 

Luckily, two Italian experts in 
mosaic restoration have conic to 
Madaba at the invitation of the 
Department of Antiquities to 
give the woman a face-lift. Ser¬ 
gio Pezzi and Anton ino Vaccal- 
luzzo of the Directorate of Ra¬ 
venna of the Italian Ministry of 
Cultural Properties have spent 
the last two weeks cleaning the 
liny tesserae that now lie in lop¬ 
sided lumps. 

"We decided there was an ur¬ 
gent need to invite some experts 
to Jordan in an effort to restore 
the mosaic because the floor is 
not on an even level," explains 
Dr Ghazi Bishch, director- 
general of the Department of 
Antiquities. "Parts of the mosaic 
have shrunk and been swallowed 
up because of seepage from rain 
water through the roof of the 
church." 

The mosaic is currently cov¬ 
ered by a shed built in 1971 by 
the Department of Antiquitcs. 
But Dr Bisheh notes that the as¬ 
bestos slabs and gravel used in 
the construction of the roof arc 
not 100 per cent waterproof. He 
also says that the caretakers' hab¬ 
it of spraying the fragile tesserae 
with water to create a sparkling 


appearance contributed to the 
damage. The guards have since 
been told to clean the mosaic 
only with a damp cloth to pre¬ 
vent further destruction. 

After cleaning the mosaic with 
water and chemical agents which 
arc poured onto the tesserae and 
then immediately dried off, Pez¬ 
zi and Vaccalluzzo will begin 
lifting small areas of the mosaic 
out of Lhe uneven floor. They 
will then make a new flat surface 
out of a reversible resin contain¬ 
ing river sands on which to re¬ 
place the restored an work 
which contains inscriptions from 
585 AD. 

"Wc don't use a resin with sea 
sands because the salt would 
corrode the tesserae. This resin 
won't affect me small pieces, 1 ' 
Pezzi explains through a transla¬ 
tor. "Wc aren’t using cement ei¬ 
ther. We wanted a reversible 


material to allow for the use of 
any of new restoration tech¬ 
niques that might be discovered 
in the fiiiure." 

Pezzi also stresses the urgent 
need to build a new roof so that 
the mosaic is not destroyed 
again. 

However, Dr Bishch says that 
the Department of Antiquities 
currently does not have the fi¬ 
nancial resources for a new con¬ 
struction. "Overall, the roof is in 
fairly good condition, but we 
will replace some of the asbestos 
slabs that contributed to the 
damage," he adds. 

The restoration will take two 
months and is being financed by 
the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs at an approximate cost of 
$50,000. This gram to the Jorda¬ 
nian government covers the ex¬ 
pense of the restorers' air trans¬ 
portation and the cost of the 1500 
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The stone lady's smooth and uncorroded complexion (as 
shown above) will once again impress Apostles Church visi 
tors once the mosaic restoration is complete. 

kilogrammes of materials they 15 -20 young Jordanian students 
arc using in ihc project, says to learn the proper techniques for 
Giovanni Bcncnati, head of die restoring the country's many mo- 
1 Lilian Embassy's Cultural De- 811 ics a . n ^ prepare lEicm to contin- 
parunent. uc ihcir studies at the university 
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An Italian restorer cleans part of the Apostles Chucrch mo¬ 
saic 


parunent. 

"Jordan is full of mosaics, in 
Madaba, in Jcrash; everywhere 
there are mosaics," Bcncnati em¬ 
phasises. Even the A|x)sllcs 
Church, which was re¬ 
discovered in 1902 by Italian 
priest Don Giuseppe- Manfrcdi 
and first excavated by the Ger¬ 
man Evangelical Institute in 
1967, contains five other mo¬ 
saic floors dating back to the 
Byzantine and Ummayad peri¬ 
ods. 

bined with Jordan's lack of re¬ 
storers spurred the Italians and 
Jordanians to extend the project 
to include llie establish me nl of a 
mosaic school in Madaba next to 
the church of the Prophet Elias. 
Bcncnati notes that die project is 
currently under study, but hopes 
the school will be open next 
year, pending approval by the 
Italian government which will 
provide technical assistance. 

The school’s comprehensive- 
two-ycar programme will enable 


level. 

The school will he ojkmi to stu¬ 
dents in their final years of sec¬ 
ondary school, with the course- 
work integrated into the regular 
curriculum under the framework 
of die Ministry of Education. 
Classes will include art history, 
die history of mosaics, history 
and theory of restoration, chem¬ 
istry, mineralogy, biology, and 
jcgislation, and practical training 
in die laboratories and at archae¬ 
ological sights. 

The project also includes a 
coffee simp and shops dial will 
sell local mosaic art ami other 
handicrafts and will hopefully 
help attract more tourists in Ma¬ 
il jha, explains Bencnuii. 

The Ministry of Tourism is 
still in vest i gm mg financial re¬ 
sources to fund the establish¬ 
ment of the school, "but wc 
should know where some of the 
money will come from in the 
next few days," says Minister of 
Tourism Director-General Mr 
Nasri Attallah. 


Dutch artist combines the classical with graphic design 


By Hind-Lara Mungo 

Special to The Star 

HORSES HAVE been a life- 
l0T1 S passion for Hans Buys, bel- 
!f r ^ wn as Dutch artist Henri 
i Si • rodc Horses und panic¬ 
ked in equestrian competitions 
“ jarly years and he now 
f JL■ f 00 borscs und a stable 
®_training champions in horsc- 


nave even Dccomc 
major subjects of his paint- 
J' which were recently dis- 
EjJ , at foe Philadelphia In- 
“^•wal Hotel in Amman. 

Brail? ? a ? cd hls career us a 
K des L ,gner in 1975 - bl * as 
ali J,? ac ^ ed m *ddle age, he rc- 
s 9° n he would have 
Deriiii? 311(1 Sive'way to the com- 

'Wed^f W - eeneration ' So ' he 
the],,,fo Nnung horses. Ncver- 

S 1S ? apbic design back- 
isanarUs? ^ fluenced his work 

*** vef y 

alar m, , down to eacb partic- 
horse S e and bone in the 
m ak«s ®P at0m y- This technique 

appc ? r rigid and 
that "njL t fo® artist explains 

to palm ^ Commissioned 

client 

ask WforS?K exacUy what he ' 

wqrka woianot 
In typ© of 
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work I have to be very realistic 
and paint horses in full length 
profiles." 

Because this style of painting 
involves such precision. Busy 
must sec the horse he is commis¬ 
sioned to paint. He then makes a 
video film of the horse to cap¬ 
ture the animal's character 
through it's positions and move¬ 
ments. In this manner, Busy gets 
a feel for the subject he will 
paint. 

It lakes the artist up to two 
months to finish one portrait 
since he works mostly in oil, 
which takes a long dme to dry* 
So, he usually paints six- or sev¬ 
en hors&pdttraits simultaneously 
while wailing for one to dcy. 

Busy's graphic background .is 
also evident through his latest 
technique of painting the- horse’s 
name on the portrait in bold cap¬ 
ital letters. The setdng is stark, 
usually involving: white and an¬ 
other colour depending on the 
’ interior.decoration of the rooht.'. 
) \1n his Amman show, the artist 
, displayed a portrait iri‘ this; sty le 
boldly - announcing; the leases 

.-ground was plain .with jtfst 
' blue ;coibur extended opto : tee 












tailed in terms of colour the 
background is rendered hazy. 
However,: when a horse is plain 
brown then the setting is given a 
distinct shape. 

:. "i want to show that with this 
/ sen Of pointing you can do any- 
■ thing,” says Busy. A horse-re- 
i:-mains a horse and it can be'put 
!on any background.-' : 

.v, Thi^point was rhade clear in 
AhiS exhibited-works Of various 
v settings. One horse was ; in a 
- stab^phbihei-, near a lajce and 

y one - stood i” : of < a desert 


mm 


castle wall. 

Busy has great admiration for 
the Arabian horse, a feeling re¬ 
flected in his art. "Two Arabians 
can fit into one heavy Dutch 
horse, and I once heard that the 
former can even drink from a 
tea*cup, n says Busy jokingly 

This feeling of heaviness for 
Dutch horses is expressed, 
through thick classical frames. A 
painting of a, purebred Arabian, 
however, is displayed in a frame : 
that is smaller and lighter in col- 
our. : and the! canvas is l^s .: 


■ Henri Busy be¬ 
fore one of his 
paintings 

Si 


cramped. 

Prices for these works range 
from $2000 to $3000. *TW aim v 
or my first solo show in Amman 
was to show members of the 
public my capabilities. Even 
though I did hoi sell anything, f ;v 
got a lot of compliments; and ,a^ 
letter from the minister.Qf wutv - 
ism as woll ah ati‘ accompanying 
medal,?'says; Busy. : • 

■ However, Hffnri Busy honestly ; - 
admits that the paints are primar- ? 
Uy fqr orders, not exhibition. For - 
himartjsabusJnesB;:; [ 


















Th e art of calligraphy is an integral part of 
Islamic culture — its various forms and styles 
indicative of the societies in which it has been 
produced. 

CaCCigrap fiy 

Riding the 
curves of Islamic 
culture 


By Heather Williams 

Special to The Star 

WHILE THE importance of 
writing for all civilisations is 
universally recognised, there is 
no doubling the significance that 
calligraphy holds in Islamic cul¬ 
ture. The devotion and skill with 
which the calligraphers learnt 
and practiced ilicir an is well 
known, and can be seen in the de¬ 
velopment over the centuries of 
different styles, found in manu¬ 
scripts, ceramics, mosques and 
other buildings. 

Throughout the Islamic world, 
calligraphy is experiencing a re¬ 
vival, while the developing west¬ 
ern interest in calligraphic art re¬ 
flects or is an instigator of wider 
interest in die art and culLure of 
Islam. "Calligraphy and Islamic 
Culture' 1 by Professor Annema- 
ric Schimmcl Is a widely ac¬ 
claimed book which has now 
been made available to a larger 
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readership with this edition by I 
B Tauris. 

"Writing," says Schimmcl, "is 
Muslims' most precious heir¬ 
loom." 

Traditionally the beauty of the 
script was preserved by painstak¬ 
ing efforts on the part of the pu¬ 
pil taking instruction from his 
master. This involved the repeti¬ 
tion of a single letter, often for 
days, until perfection of form 
was achieved. Because writing 
was, and still is, used to record 
the word of God, in some relig¬ 
ious schools calligraphy is re¬ 
garded as a sacred art. and de¬ 
mands were therefore placed on 
the pupil. 

The pupil was required to be 
of a "sweei character and of an 
unassuming , disposition" and 
"not be unclean for a single 
hour." The relationship between 
master and pupil was similar to 
that of a spiritual guide, of Sufi 
pir, and his disciple. In fact, 


Schimmcl points out, almost 
every famous calligrapher in Ot¬ 
toman Turkey was connected 
with a Sufix order. 

Writing was, of course, pri¬ 
marily used for preserving the 
Holy Quran, forming, as it docs, 
an essential pan of Muslim cul¬ 
ture. However, a variety of 
scripts developed to fulfil the 
different purposes for which 
they were required. 

The development of well- 
measured script was mainly due 
to Ibn Muqla, a native of Shiraz 
in Iran, who measured the letters 
in the cursive script by use of 
rhomboid dots. The letters were 
proportioned by relating their 
size to the alif (the first letter of 
the alphabet) using circles and 
semicircles, a method which is 
used by calligraphers today. • 
One of Ibn Muqla's students, 
Ibn Al Bawwab, founded a 
school in Baghdad where one of 
the masters of his style was a 
woman, Shuhda Al- Katiba, 
whose 'chain of transmission' 
goes to Yaqut Al Mustasimi, 
who died in 1298 and whom 
Schimmel regards as the last of 
the great medieval.calligraphers. 

Yaqui's innovative trimming 
of the pen, by which the thin and 
thick strokes of letters were ex¬ 
aggerated, lent obvious elegance 
to the script. However, among 
his pupils, six were responsible 
for' the development of the six 
styles of naskh, muhaqqaq, ihu- 
lulh, lauqi, rihani and riqahat. 
Each style had a small, khafi, 
and a large, jali, variant. Thuluth 
was mainly used in sura head¬ 
ings of Quran, and was consid¬ 
ered the ideal style for epigra¬ 
phy, lending itself well to 
inscriptions on stone. 

Naskh, which is distinguished 
by a triangular type letter, be¬ 
came the copyists' script, while 
its more artistic forms developed 
according to local taste. In Iran 
for example, it is rounded and 
very upright, while in Turkey, it 
developed into fine graceful let¬ 
ters; ghubar, or the 'dust script' 
also developed from naskh, orig¬ 
inally designed Tor pigeon post, 
and written with a minute pen. 

Tn India, the highly decorative 
style of Bihari script developed 
mainly during the 15th century, 
which calligraphers wrote using 
colourful inks, producing attrac¬ 
tive manuscripts. Writing in 
Central Asia reflected Mongo¬ 
lian and Chinese influences. 

The Muslims'love of the writ¬ 
ten word was endemic through¬ 
out societies, as artisans coveted 
every conceivable object with 


writing, either religious verses or 
rhyming sentences. Attractive 
designs encompassing words in 
praise of God were obviously 
popular. 

Objects from ceramics, gob¬ 
lets, flasks, clothes, headgear, 
golden and silver vessels to pil¬ 
lows were artistically covered 
with poetic verses or religious 
sayings. Slave girls had verses 
written in henna on their checks 
and foreheads, while soldiers 
wore coats inscribed, often with 
whole Qurans, to protect them in 
battle. 

Mihrabs in wood and marble 
were inscribed with all styles of 
scripts, while in India or Spain, 
wood was inlaid with mother of 
pearl or ivory inscriptions. In the 
early Middle Ages, kufic script 
could be found on the coronation 
gown of the German emperor, 
reflecting obvious admiration in 
Europe for Eastern calligraphy. 

However, unusual and unor¬ 
thodox styles developed, such as 
zoomorphic. calligraphy, which 
was, according to Dr Schimmcl, 
a "playful invention." It is proba¬ 
ble, she says, that this technique 
grew out of the headings on 
princely documents, which were 
apparently common in India. 
The Herati master Mqjnun in¬ 
vented a script where the letters 
looked like human and animal 
figures. 


and where women either as¬ 
sumed a man's name or ascribed 
their work anonymously, for fear 
of being discovered, Muslim 
women were not only free to de¬ 
velop their calligraphic skills, 
but were obviously encouraged 
to do so. 

One reason for the considera¬ 
ble number of women proficient 
in this art, Schimmcl maintains, 
is that the skills of calligraphy 
were inherited through the fami¬ 
ly lineage, which could be either 
through men, or women. Prin¬ 
cesses were as good at the craft 
as their emperor fathers, 
amongst whom Shah Ismail's 
daughter, and Aurangzeb's 
daughter, were recognised as 
outstanding. 

One female pupil of the master 
Mchmc-t Rasim Efendi received 
her ijaza (permission to sign her 
work) and. produced a book of 
calligraphy al the age of 12. Cal¬ 
ligraphic works executed by 
Turkish women during the 18in 
and 19lh centuries adorn 
mosques and tekkes in Istanbul. 

Although calligraphy is [head 
of the written word, it didn’t mat-, 
ter whether an inscription was 
understood or not. The script 
was admired as much by the illit¬ 
erate villager as by lhe educate 
scholar. Turkish master Hara 
Osman, who had forgotten 
bring money on » bo« 
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The mystical element of callig- paid the illiterate ferryman ww 
raphy unveiled a fascinating as- an artistically written waw. _ 
pect of the script, whereby let- Schimmcl further . 
ters were attributed with this point with examples, 
numerical values. Thinkers and lists the whole alphabet 
mystics alike attributed a hidden uninitiated reader. 
meaning to letters and words, about die history of the wn^ 
which could contain messages word and the calligraphy 
unrecognised by the uninitiated, serve to enliven the subjeCL 
Even single letters had a mean- What is particularly mter^ 
mg, and were used to predict his- is that Schimmel docs not rep 
toncal events. calligraphy as an isolate 

The art of the poets was also form, unrelated to U|J ^ 

intertwined with that of call!- from which it derives, bor.w 

graphic skills. Pages of poetry title of the book imph^' 
and secular prose were as skil- raphy is interwoven wlU1 ■ ^ 
fully written as religious manu- culture, and there is 
scripts. Poets composed verses gained in regarding it as 
extolling the virtues of the pen, ’. ■ , ., r Ciil* 
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Special lo The Sure 


iFeatures 



A fa ir deal f or the Third World's cloth 


Europe' b beta, , S M7o„p ln 

whose abolition is being urged by European 
development agencies. 


A BETTER deal for die textile 
products of the developing 
world: that is the crux of a cam¬ 
paign by a new coalition of Eu¬ 
ropean development agencies 
seeking the abolition of the Mul¬ 
ti-Fibre Arrangement (MFA). 
European Community heads of 
governments have been asked to 
relent on the issue as a way of 
providing relief lo the poorer 
countries which arc struggling 
towards manufacturing status. 

The demand is crucial in the 
drive for economic recovery in 
the developing world. If the 
community ends its unpopular 
curbs, developing countries 
could gain up to 40 per cent in¬ 
creases in employment in their 
textile and clothing industries. 

The Europeans' failure to do 
that, on the other hand, would 
leave the poorest countries 
worse off. The European Com¬ 
munity has an unlikely ally in 
the United Slates which is also 
opposed to liberalising textile 
trade. 

"Things arc fairly in the bal¬ 
ance al the moment," said a 
spokesman for the World Devel¬ 
opment Movement, one of the 
members of the coalition. There 
might be moves towards chang¬ 


ing the name of the MFA with¬ 
out actually changing the sub¬ 
stance of the existing arrange¬ 
ment, he warned. 

The demand for MFA reform 
centres on giving the poor coun¬ 
tries a fairer deal, which does not 
mean free trade. Rather it calls 
for easier import with special as¬ 
sistance programmes for the ex¬ 
porters. With unrestricted trade, 
flic coalition warns, the develop¬ 
ing countries can be affected 
about as badly as they arc by 
current cuibs. 

The high-powered coalition in¬ 
cludes the Dutch Association for 
a New International Develop¬ 
ment Policy, the Belgian Nation¬ 
al Committee for Development 
Co-operation and Lhc World De¬ 
velopment Movement in Britain. 

The MFA has restricted the 
imports of textiles and clothing 
from developing countries for 15 
years, the latest (fourth) arrange¬ 
ment being seen by critics as 


protectionist’’ and "discrimina¬ 
tory." Most of the countries af¬ 
fected by it are from the devel¬ 
oping world or Eastern Europe. 
While measures arc under way 
to offer improved terms to the 
newly re-established democra¬ 
cies in Eastern Europe, anxieties 
persist about the fate of the ar¬ 
rangements with the developing 
world. * 6 

In the 1960s and 1970s west¬ 
ern textile and clothing indus¬ 
tries struggled against strung 
competition within the industri¬ 
alised world and the threat of 
continual growth of cheap im¬ 
ports from developing countries. 
This led the industrialised coun¬ 
tries lo demand protection of 
their markets. The result was the 
Short-Term Arrangement (STA), 
enforced in 1961, the subsequent 
Long-Term Arrangement (LTA) 
and, from 1974 onwards, the un¬ 
popular Multi-Fibre Arrange¬ 


ment. 

Now the whole range of trade 
arrangements for textiles and 
clothing is under discussion 
within the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 

The essence of these Arrange¬ 
ments lies in their legalised de¬ 
partures in the GATT rules, 
through which countries may re¬ 
strict their imports by tariffs or 
quo Lis if they sec these imports 
causing disruption on the na¬ 
tional market. 

Although this safeguard is not 
meant to be used lo block ini- 
P»«s. industrialised countries 
have been known to use higher 
than normal tariffs to restrict 
their imports. 

As a result, in 1985, only 18 
per cent of the clothing and five 
per cent of the textiles consumed 
in the EC came from developing 
countries while the community 
was the largest exporter of tex¬ 


tiles. 

The problems created by this 
state of affairs now arc so com- 

K lcx that a mere abolition of the 
1FA will not bring immediate 
relief to the developing coun¬ 
tries. Instead, MFA refonns will 
have to be accompanied by in¬ 
tensive training and technologi¬ 
cal input in the poor countries. 

The abolition of the MFA will 
not hinder industrialised coun¬ 
tries, since despite an expected 
increase in developing-country 
exports, the InrgcsL share of the 
market wi II conti n uc to be 
served by the western industry. 

World Bank experts estimate 
that the developing countries 
stand to gain about S3 billion a 
year if the MFA is abolished. 
Further gains arc expected in 
higher demand for goods as pric¬ 
es decrease as a result of the- ab¬ 
olition of the MFA. 

The European Community's 
answer is that 1992 will have 
positive spinoffs for the develop¬ 
ing countries, with higher eco¬ 
nomic growth and increased im¬ 
ports. The developing countries, 
however, fear tlim they may face 
coin|vtiti(in for favourable treat¬ 
ment from the newly emergent 
Eastern Europe. There is also 
concern that production in the 
southern stales, particularly 
Spain ami Portugal, will emerge 
as an alternative lo imports from 
developing countries. 



By Maryam Schiller 
Special to The Star 

THE SOCIAL jibes against pur 
licular groups sound odious ani 
the confidence exuded by the ma 
jority, secure in its sexual prefer 
enccs, seems false. As wide!) 
predicted, AIDS is hitting acrogj 
the board at groups not consid¬ 
ered at risk before. 

No longer is the disease the 
Hiajor concern of groups consid¬ 
ered to be in the High risk' cate¬ 
gories. Rather iL is spreading fast 
?roong heterosexuals, particularly 
>n the industrialised countries. 
Few can now maintain with any 
confidence that only those in the 
5jp' n fk social groups, or with 
inird World connections, racial 

or 5 f ?/ uircd * wiI1 dic of iL 

. V, the human immune defi- 
Wy vims, is universal and, ac- 
eoidmg to World Health Organi- 
aiion (WHO) experts, the soonci 
wins recognised the safer it will 
k for si) of us on earth. 

According to a report published 
in June by the WHOOrficc of In- 
about 60 per cent of 
cmJSM ^IV infections that oc- 
^ ^ lCr 1990 have resulted 



an additional million estimated 


from heterosexual contact. By the 
year 2(100, it is predicted that this 
figure will rise to a staggering 75 
to 80 per cent, the effects of 
which could have devastating 
consequences. 

At present, the level of HIV in¬ 
fection is highest in sub-Saharan 
Africa, where WHO estimates at 
least three to four million persons 
are infected with HIV, almost 
half the global total. This repre¬ 
sents about 1.5 lo 2 million 
women, which is nearly 80 per 
cent of the global total of women 
infected, and about 40 per cent of 
the global total of infected mot. 

WHO experts estimate that one 
out of every 50 men and women 
in sub-Saharan Africa is already 
infected with HIV. The implica- 
lions of this arc far reaching. To 
start with, this scale of infection 
places impossibly high demands 
on medical resources, and pres¬ 
sure on the social infrastructure 
of the countries concerned. As if 
tiiis were not bad enough, the 
forecasts about the incidence of 
HIV infection increasing are 
worse. As of 1990, about 200,000 
HIV infected infants have been 
bom in sub-Saharan Africa^ with 


over the next decade. 

However, WHO experts point 
out [hut iL is not only the Third 
World which is al risk. Outside 
sub-Sahran Africa, the highest in¬ 
cidence of HIV infection among 
men is in North America, which 
WHO estimates is as high as one 
in 75. In South America, this fig¬ 
ure is one in 125, and in Western 
Europe, one in 200. 

AIDS is also spreading among 
women worldwide. WHO experts 
estimate that one out of 500 
women is infected in South 
America, one in 700 women in 
North America, and one in 1,400 
women in Western Europe. The 
figures for Eastern Europe, Asia 
and the Pacific region, are lower, 
with about 50,000 women, or one 
in 20,000, infected with HIV. 

Around half of the people who 
have already contracted the HIV 
virus are likely to develop AIDS 
within 10 years of infection. It is 
expected that the vast majority 
will develop the disease eventual¬ 
ly, unless more effective treat¬ 
ment is discovered. While re¬ 
search is advancing rapidly, and 
more than 50 different antiviral 



agents arc being tested in labora¬ 
tories worldwide, treatment gen¬ 
erally is still problematic. 

Research into vaccines, howev¬ 
er, seems more promising. Re¬ 
cent experiments suggest protec¬ 
tive immunity from HIV may 
possibly be induced with some 
types of experimental vaccines. 
However, an effective and widely 
available vaccine against HIV in¬ 
fection and AIDS is still being 
sought. 

The fight against HIV and 
AIDS is a global one. Before one 
considers whether it is being 
won, one should examine wheth¬ 
er the battle is being waged at all. 


The four priority 
areas lot itrtinn 
nted fiy tire WHO 
Mill need serious 
.iilirilion. Aside 

Im tin uill.ihir.itMH] 
muring national 
AIDS control pro¬ 
grammes, as well 
as research and de¬ 
velopment, tire 
fight lias to centre 
on the unlikely 
area of complacen¬ 
cy and denial. Ef¬ 
forts also have to 
be made, in the 
view of WHO ex¬ 
perts, towards re¬ 
inforcing human rights of victims 
or suspected AIDS sufferers. 

The Geneva-based WHO has 
set out three main objectives for 
what it calls a Global AIDS Strat¬ 
egy. These are I. to prevent HIV 
infection; 2. to reduce the person¬ 
al and social impact of HIV in¬ 
fection; and 3. to unify national 
and international health efforts. 

Bui implementing the strategy 
will not be easy. The cash cost of 
lhc programme during 1990 
alone is expected to be in the re¬ 
gion or S90.7 million. Will it 
bring results? No one seems quite 
certain. 


Dining out... 


Granada Hotel 


Antfgo Nabil Restaurant 


Welcome you to a pleas¬ 
ant stay and sumptuous 
European & Oriental 
meals. 

In a quiet yet cen¬ 
tral area, 

^firlejcbel Amman, 

^638051 & 62261* 



LaTerrasse;'; 
Restusiraht < 

Orim^&Eunpan /; 


2 AUGUST. 


J63&031 &62261* I .i; I•,:: ShiDqjsan 

j * •••* ii 



The first* bait 
Chine* Restaurant 
. in Jordan 

/; 1st Circle, Jebal Amman: m 
Ahliffeh Olds School. 

; 

; • Open daily 12:0(b3:30 
p-nt- v. 

; &frM4night . : 


■<-1 ,i ■: i 
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The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
ropm...l 


IIAKOTEL 

,u 2 iini= 


. Amman Tel 668193 , 
PO. 00 * 9403 -Fax 602434 
•Tdlex 23BB8 DAROTL JO 

Idpat Ffcsldencp For. 
Exoatr lates and 
: 1 BUsiiiassirieft f t > 
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Getting rid of the debt burden: A 3-part policy £2511, 


By Pam Dougherty 

Special io The Star 

THE MINISTRY or Finance is 
moving (o ihc offensive on Jor¬ 
dan’s foreign debt with plans for 
a three pronged debt manage¬ 
ment policy designed to support 
Jordan's development needs nnd 
revitalise Ihc economy. 

At a press meeting last week 
Minister of Finance Basel fardu- 
ncli said the policy which is to 
be recommended to die govern¬ 
ment would he based on l. The 
encouragement or new invest¬ 
ment through dcbl/equity swaps. 
2. Idle capacity in the industrial 
sector to be used as the basis for 
export/de hi swaps. 3. DchL buy 
back. 

At SI.3 billion Jordan's com¬ 
mercial debt is a relatively small 



Basel Jardaneh 

proportion of (lie overall $8 bil¬ 
lion total but the high interest 
rate on commercial debt, coni* 
[wired with that on government to 
government debt, m:ikc any re¬ 
duction an attractive proposition. 
The first moves in ihc policy 


have in fact been made with re¬ 
cent sales of around 200,000 
tons of cement by the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
(JCFC) which should enable the 
company to cope with its for¬ 
eign debt of around $89 million 
due between 1990 and 1993. 

The technique of dcbi/equily 
swaps under which foreign ex¬ 
change coming into the- country 
for investment purposes is util¬ 
ised to settle foreign debt is con¬ 
sidered an effective way of re¬ 
versing the trend of capital 
flight. It should be successful in 
Jordan provided that attractive 
local investment opportunities 
are available as Jordanian na¬ 
tionals arc known to have sub¬ 
stantial sums of money deposit¬ 
ed abroad. 

Some Jordanian banks are al- 


REQUIRED FOR SAUDI ARABIA 
DESIGN ENGINEER 
& 

PRODUCTION ENGINEER 


CONTINUED GROWTH AND BUSINESS EXPANSION HAS LED THIS 
NEW OFFICE FURNITURE AND SEATING FACTORY TO OFFER TWO 
EXCITING AND CHALLENGING POSITIONS TO THE RIGHT CANDIDATES. 


201 DESIGN ENGINEER: 

TO ASSIST IN DEVELOPING THE FACTORY'S PRODUCTS, TO EXECUTE 
DETAIL ASSEMBLY DRAWINGS AND PARTS LIST OF PRODUCTS: TO 
EXECUTE NEW DESIGN IDEAS TO DESIGN MODIFICATIONS TO SUIT 
THE MARKET REQUIREMENTS : AND TO CONTROL OF PROTOTYPE 
EXECUTION. 

202 PRODUCTION ENGINEER: 

TO COORDINATE WITH ALL PRODUCTION SUB-SECTIONS WITH VIEW 
TO ENSURING: HANDING OVER OF PRODUTION ORDERS, AND FOL¬ 
LOW-UP WITH CONCERNED SECTIONS: AVAILABILITY OF ALL THE 
REQUISIT MATERIAL FOR PRODUCTION, COMPARING ACTUAL WORK¬ 
ING HOURS FOR EMPLOYEES AND MACHINES WITH THE ESTIMATED 
TIME, AND ANALYSE REASONS OF DEVIATIONS DELIVERY OF THE 
FINISHED PRODUCTS BY THE STIPULATED DATE. 

APPLICANTS FOR BOTH POSITION SHOULD MEET THE FOLLOWING 
REQUIREMENTS: 

(a) EDUCATED TO DEGREE LEVEL. 

FOR DESIGN ENGINEER PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE OF AUTOCARD IS 
PREFERED. 

<c) FOR PRODUCTION ENGINEER KNOWLEDGE OF EFFECTIVE COSTING 
IS A MUST. 

id) AT LEAST (5) YEARS RELATED AND VALID EXPERIENCE IN OFFICE 
FURNITURE AND SEATING FACTORIES. 

ie) FLUENCY IN ENGLISH 


mmmmmmmmmumm interested!! 

THEN PLEASE WRITE NOW ENCLOSING C.V. AND COPY OF YOUR 
CERTIFICATES AND A RECENT PHOTO TO: 

Reomitlng Manager P.O.BOX 9690 - AMMAN - JORDAN 

P.S. PLEASE MENTION REFERENCE NO. TO THE JOB YOU APPLY FOR 
ON THE ENVELOP. 


ready working on possible debt/ 
equity arrangements and should 
be able to go ahead quickly once 
the government gives the green 
light. 

Progress on the third element 
of the programme, debt buy 
back, now hinges on talks under¬ 
way with the London Club to 
settle the terms under which Jor¬ 
dan could begin to buy back its 
own debt at a discounted rate. 
According to Minister Jardanch 
some of the debt is now availa¬ 
ble for 50-70 per cent of its face 
value depending on the currency 
of the loan. 

Jardanch says his aim is buy 
selectively to maximise the ben¬ 
efits. A buy back of sterling 
debt, for example, brings a con¬ 
siderable saving on the currant 
punishing 15-16 per cent interest 
rale. Jardanch says the govern¬ 
ment is hoping lb use soft loans 
from the World Bank to finance 
the process. 

Not all observers are confident 
that ihc debt management strate¬ 
gy will be elT clivc or that Jor¬ 
dan will in fact be able to cope 
with its interest repayment, put 
at $500 million annually by Jar- 
danch, for more than a few 
years. 

According to economist and 
former World Bank and Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
staff member Patrick Clawson, 
who was in Amman recently. 
"No other country which has a 
high debt to GDP ratio has been 
able to sustain regular interest 
payments. Jordan may be mak¬ 
ing extraordinary efforts but the 
weight of other countries' experi¬ 
ence suggests that eventually an 
interest moratorium may be nec¬ 
essary." 

Clawson suggests that Jordan’s 
interest in serving its debts regu¬ 
larly is greatest if it can antici¬ 
pate large capital inflows from 
the same source but as commer¬ 
cial banks grapple with the 
world debt crisis they arc unlike¬ 
ly to commit themselves to sub¬ 
stantial new loans even to a 
country which is meeting its 
commitments. 

On the other hand says Claw¬ 
son, for Jordan to be able to cope 
with its debt "a reduction of the 
principle is essential." Debt buy 
back would seem to be part of 
the answer but Clawson believes 
that this technique is "only really 
useful when there is a significant 
difference between the face and 
market values of the debt and 

Continued on page 9 



Are your goals 
Real-lstic! 



• The Jordanian govern¬ 
ment has received materi¬ 
al assistance from the 
World Fond Programme 
(WFP) valued at $1.4 mil¬ 
lion to aid drought victims 
in the southern part of the 
kingdom. The Ministry of 
Agriculture has outlined a 
programme to transport 
and distribute these mate¬ 
rials in the suuth. 

• The government has de¬ 
cided to waive the televi¬ 
sion tax of JD 12 annually 
for those who do not own 
television sets, provided 
they present proof that 
they do not own a set. 

• An initial agreement 
has been reached between 
The Jordan Fertilisers Co. 
(JFC) and a group of Jap¬ 
anese coin ponies to estab¬ 
lish a factory to produce 
between 300,000 to 
400,000 tons annually of 
fertilisers for export to 
Japanese markets. The 
new factory will he built 
next to the present one as 
a joint Jordanian- 
,Japanese project. 

• The Aqaba Regional 
Authority (ARA) is study¬ 
ing a project to establish a 
Boating hotel in the Gulf 
of Aqaba as one solution 
to meet the increasing 
tourist demand on the Red 
Sea resort. On the other 
hand, it has been decided 
to enlarge the Petro For¬ 
um Hotel by building an 


another 40 rooms to be 
added to the Petra Re- 
stliouse. In addition me 
Social Security Corp. 
(SSC) will build a four- 
star 280 -room hotel in 

Aqnba. The new, hotel wM 
be built on the site of cha¬ 
lets within the vicinity or 
Aqaba Hotel. 

• An Iraqi technical team 
will arrive in Ammon tms 
week to discuss wth• J°£ 
danian officials the feasi¬ 
bility of building a railway 
line between Aqaba a 

Baghdad. The propped 

line will be used to tra"S 
port passengers ano 
freight. 

# Contacts are underway 

among the countries of 
Arab Co-operation. Con" 






Euro-deposit rales: 




US 

DEM 

STG 

Yen 

SFR 

lmo. 

7.13/16 

8.00 

14.31/32 

7.50 

8.13/16 

2 mo. 

7.13/16 

8.1/16 

1431/32 

7.60 

8.13/16 

3 mo. 

7.13/16 

8.1/16 

14.31/32 

7.60 

8.13/16 

6 mo. 

7.7/8 

83/8 

14.13/16 

7.75 

83/4 

1 year 7.7/8 8.1/2 

Interbank rales (Jordan): 

14.7/16 

7.85 

8.1/2 


Saving accounts 7.5%. Call accounts 8%, 1 week 8.0%, 

1 month 8.00%, 2 months 8.25%, 3 months 8.50%, 1 year 
9.0%. Lending rate (AAA) 12.5%. 

Dollar: 

dmk sfr stq yen can ffr 

LAST 1.5905/15 13510/20 1.8556/63 146.10/20 1.1527/32 5.33J5/65 
Source: Amman Bank for Investment, Tel: 642701 
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Austrian exporters: 

• Prefabricated walls and 
houses: (Glorithaus Ver- 
triebsgesellschaft & Co Kg 
AllO Vienna, Mautner Mark- 
hofGasse94 
Tel: 0222-74 33 37) 

i Children's wear: (Bene- 
dikt Maser, Textilwerke 


Gold 

JD 

1kg 

8,150.00 

21 ct 

7.010 

18 ct 

6.010 

Eng. pound 


8g 

59.000 

Rashad: 


7g 

52.000 

24ct(swiss) 

9.550 

Silver 


1kg 

150.000 



A 6851 Dombim, Kchlcr- 

slrasse24 

Tel: 05572-64591 

Fax: 05572-69831) 

• Fire alarm systems: 
(Schrack Telecom Ag 
A 1121 Vienna, Pottendorfer- 
strasse 25-27 
Tel: 0222-81100). 



This free-of-charge service is available to local and foreign business¬ 
men, To publish your commerclul Interests In this corner please 
tear-olf this box (do not photocopy) and send with details to: Econo¬ 
my Editor, On-Line, The Star, P.O. Box 9313, Am man-Jordan. 


TRADE: FAIRS: 

1) Taipei Import Fair 
D«e: 30 August, 1990 — 5 Sep¬ 
tember, 1990 

Venue: Taipei World Trade Cen¬ 
tre 

For further information, please 
contact: 

CETRA, 5F, Cetra Tower, 333 
Kcelung Rd., See. 1, 

Taipei, Taiwn, ROC. 

Tel: 7382345 
Fax: 7576443 
Tlx: 21676 CETRA 


Average exchange rates 
in fils 

Tuesday 31/7/1990 

Buy Sell 

US$ 

660.0 

664.0 

£ 

1218.0 

1222.3 

DM 

409.8 

412.3 

SFr 

484.4 

487.3 

FRF 

122.4 

123.1 

YEN 

(100) 

443.3 

446.0 

DFL 

363.6 

365.8 

SKR 

112.3 

113.0 

LIT 

(100) 

56.0 

56.3 

BLF 

(10) 

198.8 

200.0 


2) Amman International Trade 
Fulr 

Date: 15-25 October, 1990. 

For further information, please con¬ 
tact: 

The Jordanian Exporter Co. Ltd. 

P.O. Box 35113 

Amman, Jordan 

Tel: 667418/682089 

Fax: 684951 

Tlx: 21965 BALBKI JO 

3) Jakarta Industrial Fair ’91 
Dale: 20-26 March, 1991 
Venue: Jakarta Fair Grounds 

For further infoimaiion, please con- 
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money would quickly bring a 
wiuiin two to three years it major slowdown in all economic 
La *!° . cf }°‘ ce but to slop. activity with raw materials, ma- 
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C£ and banks are 


tael: 

Jakarta Fair Management 
Jalan Silzns Monas 
Jakarta. Indonesia 
Tel: 359223/359221/347200 
Fax: 62 (21) 359224 
Tlx: 44557/44558 PRIA 
For more information on any of 
the above mentioned trade fairs 
and exhibitions, please contact 
the Jordan Trade Association 

n , P.O. Box 830432, Amman, 
n. 

Tel: 685603 / 685604 

Fax: 685605 

Tlx: 23163 TRADE JO 


not the same but need to be rec¬ 
onciled if a debt management 
programme is to be successful. 

Semones identified die priori¬ 
ty objectives of debt-troubled 
countries as 1. Attracting capital 
inflows (fundamental since with¬ 
out capital economic growth 
cannot recover) 2. Achieving ec¬ 
onomic stability (price control 
and employment growth). 3. 
Maintaining national control of 
economic policy formation. 

The objectives of banks are 1. 
Immunising their portfolios 
against future "involuntary lend¬ 
ing". 2. Minimising profit and 
loss damage. 3. Maximising 
likelihood that debt principal 
will ultimately be repaid. 

Semones believes that the best 
• debt management tcchnitiucs arc 
those which bring together the 
interests of both sides among 
which he names dcbt/cqaiiy 
swaps as having the most poten¬ 
tial for actually reducing bank 
debt and also offering the possi- 
. bility of’attracting more foreign 
investment over and above the 

amount swapped." : 

,.; overall, says Semones the re- 
versa! of capital flows is best 
achieved' "over the. long term 
throughcautious chipping away 
at the problem in ways Which 
. .Will avoip provoking defaults," \ 

j ' 1 : ' .. * . •' # • # • 



Good news 

IS THE Jordanian economy moving forward at last, ax recent official 
statements suggest? Maybe not, but the good news is that many (in the 
public sector in particular) arc now aware of the depth of the economic 
crisis anil the need for innovative measures to tackle it. The report card 
on the government’s performance is mixed though some agree with a 
foreign economist working in Amman (hat, “subject to the variables un¬ 
der their control, Jordanian officials have made the right economic poli¬ 
cy moves'.' 

But the trouble with Third World economics in general and Jordon's in 
particular is that so much of our economic destiny is in hands of others. 
Given such harsh facts, the country's economic future could tw rough no 
matter how hard our policy makers work. On die olIict hand, plans, regu¬ 
lations nnil laws adopted when Jnrdnn was better off may be sadly out of 
place in today's crisis atmosphere. Changing them will at least help 
change peoples' attitudes and spread the new spirit of awareness gradual¬ 
ly permeating the country. 


Shows & Exhibitions 


Abu Dhabi International Fair 
Date: 16-26 January, 1991 
Venue: Abu Dhabi International Exhibition Centre 
For further information, please contact: 

The Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
P.O. Box 662 
Abu-Dhabi. UAE 

Tel: 9712-214000 / 446900 / 349292 
Fax: 9712/348512 

Tlx: 22449 TIJ ARA EM / 23896 ADEXPO EM 


Contacts and contracts 


TN: Tender Number; TD: Price 
of Tender Documents; BB: Val¬ 
ue of Bid Bond; DS: Deadline 
for Sale of Tender Documents; 
DD; Date Sale of Tender Docu¬ 
ments Begins; SB: Deadline for 
Submission of Bids; BO: Date 
Bids arc Opened. 

— General Supplies Dept., 
TN: 232/90, supply of educa¬ 
tional equipment, TN: JD 5, 
SB: 2/9/90; TN: 264/90, print¬ 
ing of statistical report, TD: 
JD 5, SB: 27/8/90; TN: 276, 
supply of diesel pick-ups, TD: 
JD llO, SR: 29/8/90; TN: 287, 
supply of electric machinery, 
stoves and fire extinguishers, 
TD: JDS, SB: 22/8/90: TN: 
292/90, supply of field batter¬ 
ies for portable cameras, TD: 
JD 5, SB: 22/8/90; TN: 293/90, 
exhaust testing equipment, 
TD: JD 10, SB 29/8/90; TN: 
294/90, supply and install ser¬ 
vice counters, TD: JD 15, SB: 
29/8/90, TN: 296/90, supply of 
an oil water filtering machine, 
TD: JD20.SB: 29/8/90. 

— Arab Potash Co., TN: 46/ 
90, supply of sheaves (V-belt 


SR: 22/8/90. 

— Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Co., TN: 74/90, supply of win¬ 
ter clothing, TD: JD 5, SB: 5/ 
8/90; TN: 7/90, constructing 
playgrounds, TD: JD S, SB: 5/ 

— Arab Potash Co., TN: 50/ 
90, supply of 220 electric 
grills, TD; JD 10, SB; 1/9/90; 
TN: 51/90, supply of sponge 
mattresses, TD: 25, SB: 2/9/ 
90; TN: 52/90, supply or 160 
refrigerators, TD: JD'25, SB:. 
4/9/90; TN: 53/90, Supply Of 
toilet fittings, TD: JD 15, SB: 
8/9/90. 

.— Civil' Aviation Authority, 
TNt .17/90, supply of paint; 
TD: JD 5; TNi.l8/90:supply of 
teleprinter carbonated paper; 


TI): JI> 2. TN: 19/90, supply of 
tyres, TD: JD 5, BB: 5 per 
cent, SB: 9/8/90. 

— Royal Airforce, TN: SCi/20/ 
90/TF, supply of fire extin¬ 
guishers, SB: 13/8/90 

— Phosphate Mines Co., TN: 
18f/90, insuring the company’s 
vehicles and cars, TD: JD 50, 
SI): 12/8/90. 

— Mafraq Public Works 
Dept., TN: 23/90, 24/90. 25/90, 
26/90, construction of roads 
and other public works, SB: 8/ 
8/90. 

— Public Security Dept., re¬ 
tendering, construction of Al- 
Husson police station, TD: JD 
20, SB: 13/8/90. 

— General Supplies Dept., 

TN: 165/90, supply of nursing 
teaching equipment, TD: JD 4, 
SB: 15/8/90; TN: 241/90, steel 
decoration and iron protec¬ 
tion, TD: JD 25, SB: 5/9/90; 
TN: 284/90, fork lifts, TD: JD 
175, SB: 3/9/90; TN: printing 
four magazines, TD:JD 5, SB: 
29/8/90, 295/90, laboratory 

equipment, TD: JD 25, SB: 3/ 
9/90, TN: 298/90, air compres¬ 
sors, TD: JD 15, SB: 3/9/90; 
TN; 307/90, printing TD: JD 
15, SB: 4/8/90. 


— Yarmouk University, TN: 
EEC contingency fund, spare 
purts for laboratory equip¬ 
ment und scientific apparatus, 
TD: 5, JD, BB: 5%, SI): 1/9/90, 

— Public Security Dept., rc- 
tetiderlng, construction of Sho- 
buk police station, TD: JD 20, 
SB: 13/8/90. 

/ ( .C 

— Natural Resources Authori¬ 
ty, TN: 91/90, leasing hydraul¬ 
ic lifts, TD; JD tfcmi JD 
1000, SB: 4/8/90, J^J? ,•* • 

, Drought commit taay Ta^l- 

; lah qbvernbr&ttf.TN:-1*2^4/ 

- ' teE^TAR'9 

























Mediation should continue 

NEWS REPORTS of Ihc failure of Iraqi and Kuwaiti delegations who met 
this week in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, to settle their dispute arc disturbing, 
to say the least. Arabs everywhere were hoping for a different outcome 
of the talks which came after tedious mediation efforts by Jordan, Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia, in addition to the Arab League. 

At the same time one hopes that this first session of talks will be a prc- 
ludc to further rounds of negotiations on bilateral Iraqi-Kuwaiti relations 
and their disputes over oil rights, border lines and debts. Whatever the 
core of the dispute is. it is hoped that reason and sobriety will in the end 
lead both Arab countries to settle their differences through diplomatic 
means. r 

™t is why the need is urgent for continued Arab mediation efforts. 
We have seen how outside countries have tried to make use of the crisis 
to dnye a wedge between the two neighbouring Gulf countries, while at- 
tcmpting to alienate one party from the other. It is imperative that the Ar- 
abs, through their leaderships, the Arab League and regional organisations 
like the Arab Co-operation Council (ACC) and the Gulf Co-operation 
Louncit (GCC) put pressure to bear on both countries to reach a speedy 
compromise and a satisfactory resolution to their dispute. 

Meanwhile, the vicious Western campaign against Iraq is continuing 
with Israel trying its best 10 portray Iraq as a belligerent country whose 
sole aim is to destabilise the region and threaten the so-called Western 
interests in the area. 

Last week Israel’s science minister revealed that Israel has deadly 
chemical weapons which it could use against Iraq. Israel later on rciract- 
Jr.rJ statements and called for a chemical weapons free region in the 
Middle East. ITic American Congress had also imposed economic sanc¬ 
tions against Iraq, while the American media continues to publish stories 
that arc misleading and injurious to the Iraqi leadership. 

'Hie Arab leaders must be aware of Israel's attempts to use Iraq’s legiti¬ 
mate stoves to modernise its military capabilities, re-build its war-tom 
economy and safeguard its natural resources, foremost among which is 
oil, to justify its own hostilities against Iraq. The Iraqis have warned anv 
tacked^ of conspinng against il a,ul promised to retaliate nnhJessly if at- 

* l . vital Lhat the current lraqi-Kuwaiti dispute is not taken out of con¬ 
text. It is also important that the Iraqis and Kuwaitis settle their dispute 
soon so as not to allow Israel and others who would like to see Iraa 

Baghdad^ l ° USC ^ CriS ' S aS 8 juslificalion for a h “tile aciion againsl 


LETTERS " Jglh 

TO THE EDITOR _ r^l J 

A third world war? 

To the Editor; 

in J S? Sale » m bcf0re 1948 was wiU,in a stoiK's-throw from Transil Camr, . 
British ro.tary base. As a young and inquisitive boy during the vears of fhLS 

,h™ 3r 'H I l °, "f* British to" ihe balcony ofmy^ome S thev teri 

the camp and as the lucky ones returned to base. As I wiuieLeri ihncp ™ ^ u 

roes leave ihc camp to eternity, I wondered at the motive, impulse« imShlhSfH 
such a devastating war. Now, as I look back to the war yeisI rwSsTZ'fhl l^? ind 
fought 10 put an end to the lawlessness that prevailed atthat Umfin BmT 

burning quesuon posed here is did the Second World War sucral * e 

slate of lawlessness in human relations? The answc? to this quesU?eluSi E nT® 
whether we shall have a Third World War. quesuon entirely depends on 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who once said- “Thp. n n i u ,k:-_ . 

is fear itself.”, perceived the danger that lav aheid in g „"E have 10 fear 

geois, Marxist and totalitarian ideologies. He emphatically su ae ^i^ bour ' 

that will include all nations of the world for ih*» 3 V n,led Nations 

diflcren c cs.dis p ules and altercations in a civilistf maanfr m " lln8 SelUing Uleir 
The first challenge that faced the United NaUons was the Palestine r 

of coming 10 gnps with this political and huroaniinrian probfcm " Slead 

ixitsks; Xi by 5 'niMrsssa?«, 

“i*?. coming I wnr^ 1 uIe ln M l ilj’||J C ^5| l j^™^ r ^f S ^ n ^: ' «®son 

whole work). out by frustrated mobs, which might ^M1 oVermdXm^^ 


Soviet Jews pushing 
Israelis into territories 


By Israel Shahak 


THE WHOLE world, including the Unit¬ 
ed States and the Soviet Union, is formal¬ 
ly demanding that the Soviet Jews, now 
arriving in Israel in large numbers, not be 
settled in the occupied territories. In my 
opinion, however, this is not the major 
question, except as it pertains to their set- 


ing very rapidly. Leaving aside the ques¬ 
tion of Jerusalem, what is important is 
how Jews will influence the settling of the 
territories by other Jews. 

Soviet Jews coming to Israel are not ac¬ 
tually settling in the territories and are not 
likely to settle there. This is because they 
constitute an urban group that is used to 
and prefers to live in big dues. They hale 
communism and anything resembling it. 

This means that they hate regimentation 
and compulsion, and desire to experience 
the delights of freedom and free choice in 
their evervdav lives In 


. T ! 1C Pnme Minister said that the new 
immigrants will not be compelled info 
in the territories. So why ire we hS 
pushed there? This is, i? fat, feS 
housing option left to us. In the terrifi 
they give (to Jewish settlers) monS 
up to 1)5 per cent of the value of an £ 
ment. while here (in Israel) they alloww 
only ridiculous ones." 

In fact, some mortgages for Jewish ai¬ 
ders reach 100 per cent of the value of 
housing, and are interest free, while mon- 
gage conditions inside Israel become 
steadily worse. Moshc Zion and other 
leaders of this organisation cite cm 
where Israeli landlords raised rents and 
threw out Israelis to make space for So- 
vict Jews. 


For many ordinary hardworking Israeli 
couples, a rent of $400 per month or nor¬ 
mal mortgage payments are completely 


VI •ivwuuni MUU L1V/V VllUUfW 111 

their everyday lives. In 
the USSR, they were 
assigned apartments 
by the arbitrary deci¬ 
sion of bureaucrats, 
while in Israel their de¬ 
sire and delight is to 
choose and to rent 
them by themselves. 

This they can do rel¬ 
atively easily in the 
dries of their choice 
within Israel, since 
they and they alone re¬ 
ceive from the Israeli 
government and The 
Jewish Agency a sum 
of money equivalent to 
S300, aiia in some cas¬ 
es $400, per family per 
month for rent, togeth¬ 
er with the agent's fee. 

On the other hand, 
one cannot go around 
aid 109 k for an apartment to rent in the 
territories. The settling of Jews there is 
also a buremirratif’. nmtwr _.. 


mal mortgage paymenis are completely 
impossible. Very soon, many young na¬ 
tive-born Israeli Jews will face three 
choices: homeless¬ 

ness; emigration, pref¬ 
erably to the US, en¬ 
countering great 
difficulties in the pro¬ 
cess; or settling in the 
territories, whether 
they want to or not 
It the Intifada is 
smashed, something 
which the Israeli au¬ 
thorities are trying lo 
achieve as rapidly as 
possible, the chances 
of settling the territo¬ 
ries with ordinary na¬ 
tive Israelis are vay 
high indeed. Then 
places in the Israeli 
cities are being taken 
by Soviet Jews. 

I believe that is actu¬ 
ally the- plan of the Is¬ 
raeli government. It 
was put into operation about a year ago 
and is shared both by Likud and Labour. I 
also believe that the chances of its realia- 

.■ ■ ... . ■ •_—. /*« th» 
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—.. uire wm De sent, and as¬ 

sists a particular flat to each settler 
home Soviet Jews call this dtocc« 
communism," and they may not^b?far 

o? ng - . As °? e who aas heard a 
group of newly arrived SovieL Jews ex 
claiming "Oh, we're in Paradiser on £ 
tenng my own supermarket in West Jeru¬ 
salem. I am sure it would be very difficult 
to compel them to live in places which do 

ift S, t htS ’ If We add their dc- 

Sif ihMnrifnH amcn,Ues and their 
H Intifada, we must conclude that 

iZSLXSPWP* terriU)ries « quite im¬ 
probable in ihe foreseeable future 4 

However, the present Israeli govem- 
mem wants to settle many Jews in the ter 
ntones even more than* the forme rone 
did. It can use the Soviet Jewish imSi 
grants to accelerate the process, but in an 
indirect, and much more dangerous wav 
. The subs,dies given to Soviet Jews L 

ippi 

gyasesssissr 

"M* “ find alternative 1 housing 1 * 0 " 


the area of slogans. h . 

This settlement plan will surely resultin 
the total blocking of any remaining chanc¬ 
es for peace. U still can be opposed elite- 
rivcly, but only if the social and pout®" 
realities in Israel and the territories are"j 
derstood. Wc must oppose all settling ^ 
the territories, and especially ine proce»; 
by which all Jews, particularly 
Jews, are attracted by benefits availaD 
only to settlers. ., ...,, 

Uur aim must be lo provide njtthtcw 
formation to the American public.Jig 
are paying the cost of the Israeli se 
ment process, while Americas ji° m £ 
do not receive even a fraction of u|® k 
fits given to the Jewish settlers in the ten 
lories. We must together demandi a 
and indeed a reversal, of the wholes® 
ment process. This can be done i*si> 
demanding a stop to all the financial w* 
fits involved in iL . .. 

Soviet Jews are only a minor vw » . 
settling. The money which Israel ge » 

which it can use for any .P^^Vomin- 
most important factor. If its flow co n .|j 
ues, increased settling by ^ JetfS 
result in war, even thougn tfc ?ovi ^ 
themselves may not settle ® the 
ties. 

Hr Ckoholr retired profC^ff 


Moshe Zion said in lea *ra, 

in 'Jerushalalm': W 8 June Intervie w 




Jerusalem, is cnairnuw h |! 

League tor Human and CHW 8 
Jerusalem, . • ■ • ' • 
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Opinion 


By Dr As'ad Abdul Rahman 

THE UNITED Slates of America, 
with its biased policies againsl Third 
World countries in general, and Arabs 
in particular, is leaving Hide or no 
margin for moderate, let alone pro- 
American, Arabs to defend these poli¬ 
cies. America, once the main defender 
of human rights the world over, and 
the hope of the oppressed peoples of 
the world, has in many instances 
turned a deaf ear to the national aspi¬ 
rations of the Arabs, particularly the 
Palestinians. How can we justify 
America's mild, if not apologetic, rep¬ 
rimand of Israel regarding the Black 
Sunday massacre of 20 May? How 
can we understand America’s haughty, 
if not insulting, attiLudc towards the 
latest Arab Summit Conference in 
Baghdad? 

Unfriendly US policy 

The United States infuriated the Ar¬ 
abs firnher by refusing to give Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat an entry visa 
to deliver a speech at the UN. Further¬ 
more, America vetoed a Security 
Council resolution to send a fact¬ 
finding mission to the occupied terri¬ 
tories. The list of America's unfriendly 
to say the least behaviour towards 
the Arabs is quite long. The wrath of 
ihe Arab public towards US policy 
reached its climax in the aftermath of 
the Palestinian armed maritime ven¬ 
ture near Tel-Aviv. America, ignoring 
the complex motives and circumstanc¬ 
es behind this operation, submitted a 
list of demands to President/Chairman 
Yasser Arafat among which was an 
unequivocal condemnation of the op¬ 
eration, plus the expulsion from the 
PLO Executive Committee of Abu- 
Abbas, the secretary general of the 
Palestinian, Liberation From which 
c ^ ed out the abortive venture, 
yhen, as expected of course. Presi¬ 
dent Arafat refiised to meet these po¬ 
litically unfeasible demands, Wash¬ 
ington broke off its dialogue with the 
HL0 in retaliation. 

The accumulation of such notorious 
^position, over a relatively long pc- 
nodoftime, and the continued fnislra- 
° n of Arabs vis-a-vis American for- 
“gn policy, has caused the rise of 
f c reasingly dominant anti-American 
eeimgs among Arabs. Because the 
nited States has done nothing to 
this wave from its outset, having 
act made it much worse by its con- 
.J IOus Policy of antagonising the Ar- 
n , | 8np of anti-Americanism is 
nentiy so tight and deeply rooted 

mvJn a grcal amount of American 
j^dwill could reverse the tide. This 

a lno- ? ricanism has had its 10018 * n 
ifflpn-c ^ justified anger that has 

sinrUi over the years, to become 
Unit y p ex P resse d by equating the 
hasht States with Israel * So strong 
An?hT? me ^ is emotional tide among 
^ America is often referred to 
r 0 „. n e Primary enemy of the Arabs, ‘ 
by Israel. It is for this over- 
AbJT 8 , Prevalence of anti- 
Uie that the suspension , of> s 

much drogue was met with so,: 
Aritbs ndlffc ^ nc e» if not relief, by the':-:; 



m \ 
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The Arabs and the US: 

The dialogue of the deaf 


^ n ti-Americanisnt grows; 


a ■‘^eiicanism is steadily- gain-: 

^HSysj.i;990’ .-ill 


ing ground and rapidly becoming a 
force to be reckoned with. Its impact 
on Arab policies is beginning to be 
felt. Even America's friends and allies 
arc being forced to re-consider their 
previous positions and feel obliged to 
appease the current mainstream 
among Arabs. Furthermore, America's 
political hypocrisy and inimical stands 
are leaving its Arab official friends 
without even a jot of popular base. 

What has made matters worse is 
America's association with Israel's 
maximalism and political nihilism. Po¬ 
litical intransigence and extremism is 
steadily gaining momentum in Arab 
temperaments after years of modera¬ 
tion — a direct result of Israel's politi¬ 
cal adamance. This gradual shift in 
Arab political temperament was ren¬ 
dered all the more facile by America's 
unequivocal support of Israel. If blood 
breeds blood, then extremism and ni¬ 
hilism in Israel breed the same in the 
corresponding Arab camp. 

Amidst this atmosphere of contra¬ 
dicting views and political distrust, the 
possibility for having a fruitful and 
productive dialogue between the Unit¬ 
ed States and Arabs is highly unlikely. 
Accordingly, the suspension of US- 
PLO dialogue was a step that virtually 
hurt no one except the moderates and J 
or pro-American Arabs who were not 
hoping to gain much from it anyway. 

It was by and large, "a dialogue 
among the deaf' that failed to really 
merit the efforts of any of the parties 
concerned — particularly the Palestin¬ 
ians — to salvage this dialogue. 

Negative impact 

■ ft is now clear that this present threat 

’brandished b? the USA wh^Ji se- 
vered the dialogue was an inane ploy 
that did not seriously affeci;the major¬ 
ity of the Palestinians. Its Impact has 

'been^after negatiye' i n the sens^ that 
: it only succeeded in aggravating the 
sltuaSoh. S now. virtually, very 
"'lew iH the Arab'Wdrld believe.dmt_*e . 
ihlted States could 

balanced Mldeastempolicy.™?eon . 


viciion is not without logical basis as 
it has become an increasingly incon¬ 
trovertible fact among the disgruntled 
Arabs, after years of inequitable prac¬ 
tices by the American side. Hence, 
US suspension of its dialogue with the 
PLO merely left a marginal impact, 
yet engendered a retaliatory mood. As 
no one had lately taken the dialogue 
with Washington seriously in the 
sense that they never believed the 
United Slates would pressure Israel 
into anything it did not relish, die sus¬ 
pension of the dialogue was even wel¬ 
comed among Arabs. 

So distant apart are the positions of 
the Arabs and the United States at 
present that almost everything Ameri¬ 
ca does or says is directly considered 
anathema to Arab interests. A still un¬ 
pronounced desire to hurt Washing¬ 
ton, even at the expense of the Arabs, 
is steadily being felt. This desire has 
its various manifestations: For exam¬ 
ple, if the Americans admit that they 
will surely lose, though definitely less 
than the Arabs if they relinquish or are 
forced to relinquish their role in the 
Middle East peace process, the Arabs 
will not mind even though the main 
losers in this case will be the Arabs 
themselves. 

The mood is so much anti-American 
that Arabs would say: Let it be so; we 
are willing to lose if only we do suc¬ 
ceed — just once — in making the 
United Stales and Israel lose too. 
Moreover, when Western and Israeli 
circles doubted the seriousness of the 
Iraqi threats "to bum half of Israel’ 
with its newly developed binary chem¬ 
ical weapons if Iraq was attacked, the 
prevailing mood among Arabs was so 
ecstatic that Ihe Arab response was 
their voiced willingness to sacrifice 20 
million Arabs against iwo million 
Jews if that was the price to pay for a 
Just and ever-lasting peace that the Is¬ 
raelis have pbntlriuously refused,. 

loss of credibility . 

Finafiy if America threatens to leave 
the arda artd tum elsewhCre where the 


various profits are 

more certain and 

sumptuous, die Arab 

answer will proba- iHF- , I 

bly be something •” * ’ F 

like this: "Please £ . h f 

leave us and the 

whole area alone be- B» 

cause wc arc sure 

wc will be better off without you." 

Such is the prevailing mood among 

the majority of Arabs after tlicy lost 

almost all faith in the seriousness and 

credibility of the United States. 

This indi ffercnt Arab reaction to the 
suspension of the Amcrican- 
Palcstinian dialogue is mainly attribut¬ 
ed to their conviction that this dia- 
loguc was never serious enough to be 
' productive. Some even welcomed the 
suspension because they believed that 
the famous "dialogue" was nothing 
more than "a means to buy more time 
for the Israelis to end the ItUifada." 
Also the Arab repeated experiences 
with the United States have only led to 
this decreasing of its credibility in the 
Arab world. The American adminis¬ 
tration, on many occasions, has given 
proof alter proof that it promises what 
it docs not intend to fulfil, or at least 
cannot fulfil because of the strong Zi¬ 
onist lobby in the Congress. 

Whether because of lack of a true 
American leadership and determina¬ 
tion and/or because of the narrow self- 
expedient policies of many American 
official and opinion leaders, the pow¬ 
erful Zionist lobby in the United 
States has repeatedly forced senior 
American officials to revoke their pre¬ 
vious utterances that may httvc con¬ 
tained unfriendly remarks about Israel. 
The end-result of all Uiai has manifest¬ 
ed itself ( in Arab eyes) in the form of 
"American political impotence" re¬ 
gardless of what precipitated it. 

American impotence 

American political impotence has 
exhibited itself to Arab eyes in various 
forms: It has failed to stop the erection 
of even one settlement in the occupied 
territories, despite its supposedly well- 
known position on this issue. Also, the 
United States did nothing to help 
Shimon Peres from a coalition Gov¬ 
ernment which needed only one vote 
to succeed, nor did it raise a finger to 
hinder Shamir's ascendance to power. 
What has alienated the Arabs even 
further from Washington is the latter's 
double standard attitudes towards this 
area and/or its practices that equate 
between the suppression of ihe occu¬ 
pation and the resistance of its vic¬ 
tims. 

According to the US double stan¬ 
dard policy, Israel's killing of Palestin¬ 
ian civilians is in effect "an net of self 
defence," but when Palestinians are 
forced to retaliate in self defence, they 
arc stamped as "terrorists." At the 
same time, while the US administra¬ 
tion floods and comers the Palestinian 
leadership with all kinds of demands 
such as those vis-a-vis the last Abu' 5 - 
Abbas aborted military venture 
against Israel, the actions of men like 
Sharon, Etan, Sharairand Arenz, who 
daily kill Palestinian civilians. (with ; 
special emphasis on the last sentence); : 
are overlooked by the US admlnistra^ 

■ tion! ... V',.- :■ ;-*"y 

After all this, ills notsurprisin^ihat. 

, most of thc Arabs right flOw do pbt - 
need Aiftjier; proof qf thc' KitUity of ’■ 
ahy good-will gestures, let atorijei ditfi 
,■rogue, With thaurilted^States^. %^ : 
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People and Events- 


Algerian elections 

Uncertain mandate for Islamic future 


By Jamal Amlar 

IN ALGERIA'S first free and 
democratic elections since the 
Nortli African state won its inde¬ 
pendence from France 28 years 
ago, tiic Islamic From of Salva¬ 
tion (FIS) won a clear majority 
of the voles cast on 12 June. 

Eleven political parties com¬ 
peted for Uic ballots of 
12,841,769 reg i stored voters. 
The FIS won 54.3 per cent of the 
votes. The National Liberation 
Front (FLN) which has held 
power since 1962, came in sec¬ 
ond with 28.1 per cent. Third 
were the independent lists at 
11.7 per cent, and the Gathering 
for Culture and Democracy, 
(ROD) was fourth with fewer 
than six per cent of the votes. 

Voter participation was 65.15 
per cent in the municipal elec¬ 
tions, and 64.15 per cent for the 
departmental elections, held on 
the same day. Both figures were 
lower than expected for Algeria's 
long-delayed first date with de¬ 
mocracy. The FIS victory, how¬ 
ever, put a decisive end to the 
FLN's 28 years of one-party rule. 
The FIS, created five months af¬ 
ter the bloody Algerian riots of 
October 1988, won a majority of 
the votes in Algeria's major cit¬ 
ies, including Algiers, Oran, 
Constantine and Annnba. 

Created in March and legalised 
the following September of 
1989, the FIS, ironically, has not 
yet held its first general con¬ 
gress. However, to spread its 
message, the Islamic Front has 
made extensive use of Algeria's 
10,000 mosques. Its ideology, 
directly derived from Islam, pro¬ 
claims the Sharia (Islamic law) 
"superior to the laws of the Re¬ 
public." FIS leader Abbas Mada- 
ni, who spent several years in 
prison for his opposition to FLN 
rule in the 1970s, claims his 
movement has three million 
members. The FIS recruits main¬ 
ly in the mosques, but also 
among the 75 per cent of Algeri¬ 
ans who are less than 30 years 



Algerians calling for the application of Sharia . Observers be¬ 
lieve the Islamists 1 victory was due to poverty, political cor¬ 
ruption, and the boycott of the election by the FFS and MDA 


old and who arc also most af¬ 
flicted with unemployment. 

Last April, the FIS gathered 
more than 150,000 demonstra¬ 
tors to call for early parliamen¬ 
tary elections. 

Causes of the Islamic Front 
victory are political and social. 
According to French Historian 
Benjamin Stora, the Islamic vic¬ 
tory means "the Algerians are in 
search of authenticity/' Because 
of the long absence of democra¬ 
cy in the country, and the FLN's 
reputation for corruption and ec¬ 
onomic and social mismanage-- 
ment, it was not loo hard for the 
most radical political force to 
win, particularly since its pro¬ 
posed solutions to Algeria's cri¬ 
sis were hased on Islam, the re¬ 
ligion of virtually all Algerians. 

At present in Algiers, the par¬ 
liament is investigating lwo ma¬ 
jor cases of corruption. One ease 
relates to the disappearance of 
S26 billion from gas sales con¬ 
tracts. No one seems to know 


what happened to this astronomi¬ 
cal amount. The other case con¬ 
cerns the National Chamber of 
Commerce. The officers are ac¬ 
cused of favouring friends and 
relatives in granting import and 
export licenses and authorisa¬ 
tions to buy foreign currency. 

In Algeria, inflation runs at a 
30 per cent yearly rate, unem¬ 
ployment is at 25 per cent, and 
external debt is over $26 billion. 
It is not unusual for large fami¬ 
lies to live packed in a two- 
bedroom apartment, nor is it un¬ 
usual for such basic foodstuffs 
as flour, sugar or cooking oil to 
be absent from supermarket 
shelves 

Another reason for the Islamic 
Front's clear victory is that two 
major Algerian political parlies 
called for a boycott of the elec¬ 
tions. These are Hocine Ail Ah¬ 
med's Front des Forces Socia¬ 
lises (FFS) and Ahmed Ben 
Bella's Movement for Democra¬ 
cy in Algeria (MDA). For both 


US support for Israel, 

'Solid, but not the rock 
that it was 1 


By Masood Haider 
Special to The Star 

NEW YORK — With the end of 
the Cold War and the receding 
Soviet threat, doubts about the 
need to subsidise Israel and oth¬ 
er clients of the United Stales are 
emerging within the minds of 
the American jieoplc, prompting 
pro-Israel lobbyist groups ull 
over the United Slates to launch 
a campaign to contain the dam¬ 
age. 

A survey conducted by CBS 
News and the New York Times 
summed it upas follows: "Amer¬ 
ican support for Israel: solid, but 
not the rock that it was.” 

The survey observed that, in a 
similar opinion poll in 1988, 
when the Americans were asked 
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"should the United States be 
more sympathetic to the con¬ 
cerns of the Palestinian minority 
in Israel than it is now?" 49 per 
cent fell iL should not, while only 
26 per cent felt that it should. 
However, the new survey 
showed 38 per cent of the people 
stressing the need for the United 
States to sympathise with the 
Palestinians while 37 per cent 
still supported American aid to 
Israel. 

The Americans now argue that 
die money given to Israel and 
other nations should be used to 
combat America's own domestic 
problems like homelessness, 
drug abuse, joblessness and its 
sagging economy. The pro-Israel 
lobbyist groups counter that 
"such views reflect a kind of nas¬ 


cent isolationism among the 
Americans". 

“There is a growing preoccu¬ 
pation with domestic issues at 
the expense of overseas con¬ 
cerns, driven largely by the per¬ 
ception of a waning external 
threat to US security from the 
Soviet Union," said David Har¬ 
ris, the director of the office of 
government and intcmnlional af¬ 
fairs for the American Jewish 
Committee in Washington. 

Harris claimed lhat the Ameri¬ 
cans did not comprehend the 
complicated details and nuanc¬ 
es" of Middle East politics. "We 
often find ourselves having to 
confront simple and ultimately 
false analogies that attempt to 
compare, for example, South Af-. 
nca : with the Middle-Bast or Nel- 



Abbas Madanl: A claim to 
the support of millions 

the FFS and MDA, there cannot 
be real democracy in the country 
before parliamentary elections 
are organised. The present par¬ 
liament was elected four years 
ago and all its members are of 
the FLN. 

This partly explains why 35 
per cent of the registered voters 
did not go to the polls on 12 
June. The vacuum was partly 
filled by the FIS, the Islamic 
challengers to the FLN’s rule. In 
substance the call to boycott the 
elections, and the economic and 
social mess created by the FLN, 
paved the road for the Islamists’ 
victory. 

The next parliamentary elec¬ 
tions arc scheduled to be held in 
the spring of 1992. The pressure 
is already on President Chadli 
Benjedid's government, howev¬ 
er, to hold that political rendez¬ 
vous earlier. The FFS and MDA 
call for early parliamentary elec¬ 
tions is supported by the Islamic 
party. In a press conference on 
the evening of 12 June, Islamic 
leader Abbas Madam repeated a 
call from his movement for the 
previous months: "We ask lhat 
parliamentary elections be held 
as soon as possible. If the gov¬ 
ernment refuses to do so we 


son Mandela with Yasser Ara¬ 
fat." 

The particular shift in Ameri¬ 
can public opinion which sur¬ 
faced after the visit of African 
National Congress Leader Nel¬ 
son Mandela, who compared the 
struggle of the ANC to that of 
the Palestine Liberation Organi¬ 
sation, and the impact it would 
have in the halls of the United 
States Congress, which recently 
appropriated a $4 billion aid 
paclmge for Israel, bothers the 
Jewish lobbyists the mosL 

The black Americans, who up 
to now were supporting the opin-. 
ion that all Palestinians are evil, 
have started to rethink their posi¬ 
tions. As Thomas Murph, a pro¬ 
duction assistant from Garfield, 
New Jersey, said, he was once a 
strong backer of Israel; "but they 
aren t the little, boy qn the block 
any more who needs our help. 

They have the right to exist 
but not to expand their borders. • 

Just as the Arabs once threatened 
to push them into the seals, now- ; 
they are trying to ppsh the. Arabs-- 
land,' 1 said Murph, in. a| 


therefore ask that a referendum 
be held on the question." It is 
clear, also, lhat the closer pailia- 
mentary elections are to the 12 
June local elections, the better 
the Islamic Front will perform. 

An Interior Ministry official, 
who declined to be named, noted 
lhat, "As of 12 June the govern¬ 
ment was set on calling for early 
parliamentary elections if the 
FLN did not win over 40 per 
cent of the vote." Although the 
FLN won less than 30 per cent of 
the vote, it may not be in the best 
interest of the Islamic Front to 
push loo hard on the issue for 
now. Algerian army officers arc 
believed to be very hostile to the 
Islamic Front ideology and its 
leaders. In ease of more political 
tension the army hard liners 
could be tempted to settle for di¬ 
rect confrontation with the Isla¬ 
mists. 

According to former French 
Foreign Minister Michel Jobert, 
interviewed on the morning of 
13 June, "There is still in front of 
this Islamic power, a parliament, 
a party and an army with its spe¬ 
cialists: specialists in military se¬ 
curity. The faith of Algeria is 
there. One will have to wait and 
see what the army will do." Jo- 
bert also said the Islamic Front 
was financed by Saudi Arabia, 
noL Iran. 

A month before the 12 June 
election, on 13 May, Mohammed 
Yazid, head of the Algerian Stra¬ 
tegic Studies Institute, was quot¬ 
ed as saying lhat "the Islamic 
threat in Algeria has been over¬ 
estimated by the Western me- 
dia." . 

In the streets of Algiers, people 
described the FIS as simply the 
"son" of the FLN. In French, w 
words "FIS" and "son" (fils) have 
the same pronunciation. 

Jamal Amiar is a US-educated 
radio journalist based in Tm#’ 
ier, Morocco, 


sampling of public opinion in 

the United Slates. , 

When in April, Senate; Repub¬ 
lican Leader Bob Dole of Kan 
called for cutting aid to Israe. 
provoked a sharp debate, 
was severely criticised 
Views. 

Dole said at the time that some 
of his fellow senators 
valcly critical of Israeli p 0 . 
in the Middle East as he is., 
know people, and I kjrotf, l, 
they won't say it out load, 
said. "But they'll grab you in ^ 
cloakroom and tell you, 
right. I can't say it ^ au ^ 3r , 
running for myseattfus y ^' 
■when rvebeenhere asW^. 
you have I'll be able to sh ^ 
It is tills fear, instilled by , 

senators Ond congressm“] ^ 
Israel lobby and its ab^ 
break their poliUcalca^ ^ 

; has made it so, invincible* . 
any cracks wljiih fhqw.tf?. = 
mediately shut. , ,.A.-A Ajcps 1 
: i But the shift in ^, 

opinion cqn- 

diets among ■ tiie 
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I Two young boys accidentally 
last week discovered an archaeo¬ 
logical treasure during a stroll 
jwugh the University of Jordan 
area neighbourhood. 

Rami Kheir Yasin, a fifth 
trader, and his second-grader 
friend Yazan Kasrawi reported 
fieir find to Rami's father who is 
aprofessorin the archaeology De- 
panmentat University of Jordan 
The elder Yasin examined the 
rectangular slab of limestone-, rc- 
ilised it was a significant piece of 
toman archaeology, and reported 
fe boys' discovery to the Archac- 
% Department of UJ. 

Supervisor of the Archaeologi¬ 
cal Museum at UJ, Juinnuah As¬ 
sad, told The Star lhat the limc- 
1 »k( 68 cm in height, 1.27 cm in 

3 4 C ? ? dcnsil y ) could bc P J,rl of a Rom * n 6 3le or tomb. The surface of lime stone is partial! v 
■w / a de P artrncm believes that someone deliberately set out to rain the artefact. 

We (at the Archaeology Department) think lhat the piece was thrown by someone for some reason on 
wale, said Assad. No excavations have l>ccn made beneath ground level in that area, so die stone did 
iconic from there. 

Assad notes that a lot of thefts of archaeological artefacts are occurring, with people removing historical 
Kims tram their original places and displaying the treasures in their homes. The individual who mis- 
Fjwduiis Roman slab is suspected of stealing the piece and then gelling rid of it in panic, 
inesionenow stands among other artefacts in the garden of the Archaeological Museum at the Univer- 
of Jordan for public viewing. 


flic Amman Baccalaureate 
*m :recently invited its gradu- 
® 10 attend a meeting to dis- 
'J® I™* establishment of an 
S“ ch jk The meeting was 
IL- Rer R oyal Higlme-ss 
5*» Sarvath at her resi- 
Amman. 

^meeting held on the occa- 
the school's lOthamiiver- 

- concluded with the fi>rmn- 
? administrative board 

representing 
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• To welcome Mr Ibrahim A1 
Ammar, director of the- Saudi 
Research and Publishing Co. 
newly opened bureau in Jordan, 
Mr All Dujjanl held a reception 
on Saturday at Jordan InterCon¬ 
tinental Hotel. The bureau repre¬ 
sents a number of Saudi publica¬ 
tions including Asharq Al- 
Awsat, Sayyidaty, Al Majjallah 
and Al Muslimoon. Attending 
the reception were Mr All Safa- 
dl, Mr Jawad Marraqab, Mr 
Osama Kl-Slierif and Mr Salah 
Abdel Summad. Mr Al Ammar 
hnd lived in Amman for many 
years when he was cultural at¬ 
tache al die Saudi embassy in 
Amman. 

• Save the Children held an ex¬ 
hibition of Bani Hamida Rugs, 
wall hangings and cushions at 
tlie Plaza Hotel between 28 to 30 
July. Helene George Sayyagh, 
the sales director of thisproject, 
supervised the exhibit. Tne Bam 
Hamida women's weaving pro¬ 
ject is a new enterprise in Jor¬ 
dan, involving 600 recently set¬ 
tled bedouin women; It began in 
1985 by Save the Children in as¬ 
sociation with Noor al Hussein 

Foundation 

,io ; •'•pro¬ 
mote and 
revLYeior- 
'fentaii. 
bandidrafis, 
,,-v • while 
providing 1 

a:souitepf.. 

' income V'':/: 

aI&<L l & 


• Visiting Amman with his fam¬ 
ily is Mr Joseph Najjar, an 
Arab-American and member of 
the board of directors of Ameri- 
can-Arab Ami - Discrimination 
Committee (ADC) which is 
based in Washington. Mr Najjar, 
whose family originally came 
from a village near Jerusalem, 
has lived in the States for 18 
years. But it was not until five 
years ago, when a cousin of his, 
Alex Odeh, who was ADC’s ' 
Los Angeles chapter director, 
was killed in a terrorist attack, 
that Najjar became motivated to 
. work for ADC. 

He founded and ran ADC's 
Phoenix chapter before joining 
the organisation’s board of direc¬ 
tors early this year. 

"We have between 8 to 10 
thousand Arab-Americans in Ar¬ 
izona," says Najjar, who is sen¬ 
ior auditor for a financial compa¬ 
ny in Phoenix, Arizona. "The 
majority of them are originally 
Syrians and Lebanese, but we 
have had a large community of 
Jordanians moving in from New 
.York/' 

■ He says that ADC 1 which has 1 
25,000 members, has achieved, 

, during its first ten years of exis- 
. tencc, more than, what any other 
organisation could achieve in 50 
-years. "We bclievp in grassroots 

and that is why. we now-b&ye 
,-ovdr 65 chaptersritj 
: States," sayS/Najjsiy ADC, he 1 , 
Isavsi. £row through f Jts member- : 
" ship- ffld JcdYOi w<5f k . I? sory® 
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A bird's eye view 

S^liI? E r 8r0 - u - nd “J* in lhc air ■ No ' you're wrong. 1 have no In- 
S!f ^ ril,ng about special forces. I want to talk aboul p^- 

mav w?hS! r .i? h,te dnvmg l !* circara while flying. You 

talk atout th^n in n p B u S b?ic. any 8 ' VC " bUl y0U ' re t0 ° nicc 10 

widl drivers in Amman. Sometimes one wonders 
how some managed to get their licenses. They signal right 

hen they re going left, they will stop suddenly without giving 
any warning; and they totally disregard the lanes. 8 8 

A dnve from home to the office can bc nerve racking. I usual- 
SjjTP m Y °[ ficc wound 6 p.m. and after the 10 minute drive 

nc f d aboi l- 11 !° houB 10 unwind. I never thought 1 could 
come so close to feeling like killing something 1 

Got1 f orbid that you get to the fifth circle inicrscciioii 
and discover that the traffic lights are out of order, because then 
one niusi re y on the traffic policeman to organise the chaos. 
Enough said I 

Jft 1 , 1 VOf y buere sting, tluuijtli. is watching what 

people do while stopped at Iralfic lights. The young man taking 
ms girlfriend out lor a rule leans over, whispers in her ear and 
she gives him a big smile in return. Then, there's ilie mother 
who has a chance to swat ihe brat in the hack seat upside his 
head. And. doni lorget the man who decides to scratch the in¬ 
side of his skull through his left nostril. 

1 must mention dial I never knew passenger cars could bc li- 
ccnscd to carry 28 people. I've seen diem. Eight adults and 20 
children. 

■ ’ W , c ! 1 ’" ,TK |y say "how about the way all the foreign tour¬ 
ists drive. Don l talk ;d«>m th.u Ikvuiisc yon don't warn io nii- 
set diem. Quite (rankly, we need their money. 

Now, let’s take a flight mid see what penpk do. I teel sorry 
lor the cabin crew at times. 1 wouldn't have as imuli patience 
myself. * 

For example 1 recently went mi a trip, and, the cabin crew be¬ 
gun serving die passengers as they are supposed in do. Before 
reaching my destinaiion, a gentleman seated two rows away 
Irani me called the stewardess over. He handed her a J D 35 bot¬ 
tle of |X?rfiiiiie because, he told her, she was "the lesi maid” he 
had ever had. Between subs tuid w iping the tears running down 
her face, the stewardess handed die perfume back to the- passen¬ 
ger and told him that she was not a maid. 

I admire that girl. Faced with that situation I w-ould have 
probably told the gentleman to take that bottle and stuff it! 

And what about the frec-ticket holder in first class who thinks 
he owns the place? He's usually the one who gets hungry one 
hour alter meal service is finished; likes to drink vodka marti¬ 
nis, shaken, not stirred; and gets angry because he had his heart 
set on having Baked Alaska for dessert but it was not on the 
menu. 

In fairness to passengers. I have to say dial cabin crew mem¬ 
bers are paid to be mce.to do their job efficiently and to wear a 
smile. Airplanes are no place for hot tempered crew. To the 
steward who lost his temper and slugged the passenger in 14D 
on the kisser, I can only say, "If you forgot to take your valium 
before the flight, it's no one's fault but your own!" 

Magda Hamzeh 


Latest video releases 

• New listings every week 

• Original recordings 

• Special children's library 

Call our video hotline now 

Video House 

Tel: 642514 or 654514 
Jabal Amman Prince Mohammed Str. 



Plaza Flowers :ij 

Hf Interflora jj 

You can send flowers all over the | 

world. Just come and see us. 1 
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National Geographic journalist Thomas Abercrombie has spent 35 
years of his life reporting from the four corners of the globe and now 
he's following the footsteps of another fellow traveller; Ibn Battuta. 


By Charlotte Hale 
Star Staff Writer 

"A FRIEND of mine once said, 
'I don't want to be a millionaire, I 
just want to live like one,' and 
journalism is a damn good way 
of doing that," says Thomas 
Abercrombie, world renown 
photographer and writer for "Na¬ 
tional Geographic" magazine. 

During his 35-ycar career with 
National Geographic, Abercrom¬ 
bie's American passport has 
come to resemble an atlas rather 
than a form of identification — 
stamps from Turkey, Tunisia, 
Yemen, Oman, Inin, France, 
Morocco, Afghanistan, Egypt, 
Switzerland, the South Pole, 
Spain and Saudi Arabia fill the 
light blue pages of the document 
and illustrate only a few of the 
countries Abercrombie has trav¬ 
elled through during his 60 years 
"on earth". 

Jordanians might recognise 
Abercrombie's name from the 
byline of his February 1984 arti¬ 
cle on Jordan, which appeared in 
the glossy, full-colour American 
publication. Or perhaps Mus¬ 
lims may recall his famous pho¬ 
tos of Mecca taken during die 
"Ilaj” (pilgrimage season). 

Abercrombie passed through 
Ionian again lust week for his 
upcoming piece on the legendary 
Moroccan traveller, Ibn Battuta. 

"Jordan doesn’t figure much 
into the article," notes Aber¬ 
crombie between sips of sweeted 
American coffee taken on the 
terrace of the Jordan InterConti¬ 
nental Hotel. "We're using Am¬ 
man as a headquarters, a place to 
return to, to get some fresh air 
and organise our work." 

A Minnesota, 

native, Abercrombie 
studied journalism at the Univer¬ 
sity of Minnesou^before landing 
his fust job in the early fifties at 
Wisconsin's "Milwaukee Jour¬ 
nal," a premiere photojournalism 
paper at that time. 

After four years of general re¬ 
porting and photography, a 
friend told the young journalist 
that National Geographic was 
looking for a photographer. 
Abercrombie applied and got the 
job and he has stayed with the 
publication since his first photo 
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essay on die 
Chesapeake 

Bay appeared \ 

in the mid- r. : " 
fifties. Later. '-" fiS h? 1 / 1 ' 

however, writ- 
ing articles be- . 
camc the main ’ 
responsibility ArT' 
of the multi- H 
talented jour- . ¥ J 

"A famous 

Hollywood J 

screenwriter ^B- | 1 

probably best ^B r i L 
described H IJt 

what like 

being a writer BBfl^BI 

for a photo 
magazine. He 
said writing 
screenplays in 
Hollywood 
was like being 
a pittno player 
in a whore¬ 
house. No one 

really notices « 

you that much, 

but you have a 

hell of a time • £ 

doing it,'" X 

chuckles the 

veteran jour- ^ 

nalist. \ 

With his _ 

greyish-white 

hair and full beard, and rounded 
stomach drooping ever so slight¬ 
ly over his belt buckle, Aber¬ 
crombie vaguely resembles an 
old college professor, especially 
when he slips his black-framed 
reading glasses low on his nose. 
He slouches back in the patio 
chair at the end of a workday 
which began at 6 a.m., and re¬ 
counts a few of his more inter¬ 
esting happenings as a National 
Geographic staff member. 

He recalls "smuggling" a tiger 
out of India for the Washington 
National Zoo and spending a 
summer running a sailboat 
through the Baltic Sea as two of 
his favourite adventures. 

"Playing Buzhashi in Afghani¬ 
stan was another memorable ex¬ 
perience," recalls Abercrombie 
while puffing tobacco through 
his dark wooden pipe. "It's like 
polo except you hit around a 
dead calf and there are absolute- 
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Abercrombie checks a few facts about Egypt qfter completing 
his work there. (Left) A photo of a Muslim from Mali Aber¬ 
crombie took on a trek through the old Muslim empire; It op 
peared in National Geographic In 1972. 


ly no rules." 

Though National Geographic 
does not have designated area 
specialists, Abercrombie has 
worked in the Middle East more 
than any other journalist at the 
publication. His fust assignment 
in the region was in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia "way back in 1960 or 1965." 
Although he said the lack of 
roads made travel difficult, he 
was awestruck by the country’s 
beauty. 

"The Middle East is a more 
important area of the world than 
it's given credit for. The United 
States virtually ignores it," ob¬ 
serves the Muslim journalist. 
"America is a country of post¬ 
pones and this is one of the 
tilings they are postponing," he 
says. 

However, Abercrombie is not 
going to let his mother country 
ignore the region as it relates to 
the 14th century traveller Ibn 


Battuta, the subject of his current 
assignment. 

"Though Battuta is very well- 
known in this area, hardly any¬ 
one in the United States has 
ever heard of him," he notes. 
"Scholars know him because 
he's a good source of historical 
information and I encountered 
him a lot in my work, but none 
of the translated versions (of 
Battuta's travelogues) give you 
information straight-up. 

The assignment will take 
Abercrombie and his photogra¬ 
pher Jim Stanfield to more man 
38 countries spanning from Gi¬ 
braltar and Spain, across North 
Africa and into the West Bank, 
Syria, Turkey, Russia, India, and 
China, Like Battuta, the two 
journalists kicked off their field¬ 
work in mid-May in Tangier 
from where the famous gcogra- 

E her and explorer departed for 
is first journey to Mecca for the 
pilgrimage around 1345. 


Abercrombie and Stanfield an 
not following Battuta’s exact 
route, but are instead adjusting 
their journeys to the seasonal 
conditions and political siluj 
lions in the various countries, 
particularly China and the west 
Bank. , .. .... 

A seasoned journalist, A 0 » 
crombie would not reveal w® 
act cost of the extensive tnp 
"Let's just say its a shocking 
amount," he says slyly- 
The two journalists "g*" 
complete their travels to 
of 1990 and return U> the Ung 
States where Abercrombie 
begin the tedious P**®* 
writing and editing nis 
With text and photos comhui 
the Battuta piece wiU run ai g 
50pages long and wWtoPg 
appear in the magazine y 

end of 1991. .-. Mrn df tad 
"Physically, thisis bWr w 
work/ Abercrombie so¬ 
il's still fun after 35 years- 
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Continued from page 13 

But he says that ADC, which 
was founded by former Senator 
James Aburezek, does not take 
the side of any Arab govern¬ 
ment. "We are not a lobbying or¬ 
ganisation although we lobby for 
human rights issues," he says. 

atvi 0 ^ ma * n * ssues where 
ADC has spent its efforts is the 
Palestinian Intifada. "We have 
lobbied for the opening of 
schools and universities in the 
occupied territories and during 
the Intifada we launched bur 
highly-successful Eye. Witness 
Israel programme which resulted 
m sending 12 delegations to the 
Israeli-occupied areas," Najjar 
..says, . 

.Mr Nqjjar believes that one of 
the main objectives of ADC Is to 
awaken the American public to 
mats about Arab culture "They 
(the America) have been bom¬ 
barded for $9 long' by misinfor- 
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motion which they 
ceiving from AnU-Arab org^ 

sations." , .. AtjC, 
As to the funding of * 
Najjar says that wer 

publishing booklets JSiding^ 
ing conferences and 
egations, "We 
through ouf for il# 

As to his fWfflSLltffr. 
nineties, Najiar sayS ^ 

Americans ;W. ^ft- 

cieritiy recoffiifeed by ^. 

need to work harder-'tojg g. 
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Programmes on Jordan Television from 4 August to 10 August 


ENGLISH PROGRAMME 

SATURDAY 

8:30 -Joint Account. 

9:00 - Encounter: Hosted by 
Rami Khouri. This week's guest 
is Mr Mahmoud El-Shcrif. 

9:30 • Classical Music. 

10:00-News in English. 

10:20 • Feature Film, Hiroshi¬ 
ma out of Ashes, Starring Max 
von Sydow. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 • Hey Dad: Martin discov¬ 
ers that Simon is not doing well 
it school, so he takes it out on 
his secretary who resigns in 

&The Nuclear Age (last 
Ep), Visions of Peace. 

10:00 ■ News in English. 

10:20 - Hunter. 

•. MONDAY 

M0 - Perfect Strangers, Blast 
from the Past: Marvin shows up 
i again, this, jime without explo¬ 
sives and claims he is being 
hunted by a bunch of killers. 

9:10 * Murder She Wrote, The 
Body Politic. ■ 

10:00-NewsIn English. 

10 : 20 , The Endless Game. 

• . TUESDAY . 

J:30 . Golden Girls, Old 
Friends. 

M0 • Heart of the High Coun- 

j&JJ-Newsin English. 

■ Paradise, Devil's Can¬ 
yon. 

^-Police Squad, The Bul- 
Jj* It: A classic case of kid- 
C0Uplcs <tau 8 hlcr 

WEDNESDAY 

A Family for Joe, A Lil- 
jj Romance: A rich lady wants 
divorce her husband and has 
uS * 1 0n Grand-papa Joe, 
do H l? WOrr y and decide to 
j^someihmg about losing their 

Running 
11118 objective doc- 
discusses .the agncul- 

• E^ipnal and economic 

^ Palestinians, in the 
tool? 8 ? G ^ za Stri P' «° 
a smp ' e 

: En 8 llsh ' 

"'Pn one 1 Challeng ' 

T hls documentary 

SomfJ I# 1 on the prepara- 

icjpto.^^Ienger's histor- 

* J5-”! NASA and the 

JlJJW daily life-of. 

■ 1 ex Pecta- 

;• and anxieties. ' 


cidc — this is a job for Mr 7:00 - News in French. 

Holmes. 7:15 • The Weekly Sport Mag- 

10:00 - News in English. azine. 

10:20 - Feature film, Lost in 
. London, Starring Freddie Jones. TUESDAY 


‘ this -. 
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' THURSDAY -■ 

1 .ftrUSfl* of Sherlock 
S British- naval 

% — so* lor, : is 
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' FRIDAY 

8:30 - Empty Nest, Did you 
ever Sec 0 Dream? 

9:10 -Midnight Caller. 

10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 - Anything More Would 
be Greedy, Georgian Silver. 

FRENCH PROGRAMME 

SATURDAY 

5:45 - Champs-Elysees: A va¬ 
riety programme presented by 
Michel Drucker. This week's 
guest is Claude Nougarou, the 
Group Kassav and Ballet 
troupes. 

7:00-News in French. 

7:15 - Les petites heures du 

terrain vert: A , s P ort . 
gramme about training athletes 
in the football courts. . 

SUNDAY.. 

5:45 ■ Denver le dernler,dino- 
gaure: A cartoon series for chil¬ 
dren. ■ '« • i j 

6:10 v .ULGiiy*ne ctlse « 

crolssaoce: A documentary pro: 

gramme'. about tjhe etnlgration, 
crisis In Giiyapaf^ : : J ,' ' ’■ A - ' 

6:25 - Ca c'estdu ClnemaJ; A 

yffssg&sZiSZ-, 

mmm 

:.7:iS - CaHjiej d* »9f c ! 

pjjalprQgfhtnm^: ^ 0 ^ 'J;: 

;'' stiontAry 


5:05 - Des chiffres et des lettre: 
A game show programme. 

6:30 • La chance aux chan¬ 
sons: A variety programme. 

7:00 ■ News in Flrench.' 

7:15 - Aujourd'hui en Jorda- 
nie: A weekly local magazine 
presented by Saleh Madi. 

WEDNESDAY 

6:00 - L'ami Maupassant 
"Berthe": A French drama se¬ 
ries. 

7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - French Varieties. 

THURSDAY 

s « 

5:45 - Molierlssimo ( Eps. 16): 
A French cartoon series for chil- 

6*10 * Des chiffres el des let- 
tres: A game show programme. 
6:30 > La chance aux chan¬ 
sons: A variety programme pre¬ 
senting the French old singers. 
7:00 ^ News in French- 
7:15 . Sirocco, -le magazine de 
I’evarfon "La Margfaale": A 
• ' dociiraen^fyP^S 1 ^ 01016 - 

• . . FP1DAY 

5.40 . te Vetour du Qrand 
Blanc; A bomedy fiiip S ^T^ - 
Pierre Richiard. / .' v ; . ■■ ’";i 
t :00 -;NfeVS In Frepch, . - 
■ 7 . is : V. -"M • revolution . .de 

it Chine"! A Awunientary pro* 
pamme htputscioiMS. - . 



"Gremlins II" 


Rating: **anda half 

THE FIRST "Gremlins," in 1984, was a meditation on movie 
myths — on Christmas, small towns and things that will jump 
up and scare you. It was a superior B movie and a lot of fun. 

"Gremlins II" is n meditation on sequels, and like most se¬ 
quels, it's a faded imitation of the original. Yes, it has some big 
laughs and some of the special effects arc fun, but (he movie 
has too many gremlins and not enough story line. 

A word of background may lie in order. You may recall from 
the original movie that gremlins arc the mischievous alter-egos 
of innocent, cuddly little creatures named Mogwnis. They're 
cute and would make great pels, except fur ihc two laws of 
gremlins, which are dial they should never he fed after mid¬ 
night, and should never, ever lx: allowed to gel wet. When 
they're fed, they turn into horrible little monsters like (he crea¬ 
ture in "Alien,” and when they gel wci, they multiply like sex- 
mad newts. 

In the first movie, gremlins took over die small town of King¬ 
ston Falls, New York. In the sequel, the heroes of the first mo¬ 
vie (Zach Galligan and Phoebe Cates) have moved to the big 
city, where they work for a zillionairc named Daniel Clamp 
(John Glover). 

Clamp, who seems to be a cross between Donald Trump and 
Ted Turner, if such a tiling is possible, owns cable networks, fi¬ 
nancial concerns and a giant automated tower so high that pass¬ 
ing planes make a racket in his office. His corporate symbol, 
which supplies one or Ihc biggest laughs in [lie movie, is a 
globe that has been flattened out by being clamped between the 
teeth of the letter C. 

Clamp is now determined to evict the ancient owner of a little 
shop in Chinatown — the shop where the first Mogwais came 
from. Clamp wants to build a Chinatown trade center. But when 
his bulldozers roar over die little shop, a liny creature escapes 
and ends up inside the Clamp Tower, where, of course, it is fed, 
gets wet and turns into a marauding band of vicious gremlins. 

At abouL this point, if not sooner, the movie abandons all pre¬ 
tense of telling a story and becomes a scries of gags. Some of 
them are funny, some are ncar-misscs. others fall flat, and who 
can debate what's funny, anyway? 

I enjoyed Christopher Lee's supporting role as the evil Dr 
Catheter, who collects diseases and manipulates genes. And 
Robert Prosky does a nice job as Grandpa Fred, the host of one 
of Clamp's creature-feature programmes. John Glover, who can 
play convincing villains as easily in a comedy as in a drama, 
has fun with Clamp. 

But eventually the inspiration runs thin. We know the grem¬ 
lins will pop up when they're not expected, and look ugly, and 
scare everyone. And we know there will be a particularly grue¬ 
some scene (the microwave oven of the first movie meets its 
match this lime in a paper shredder). We know that Galligan 
and Cates will try to convince everyone that the gremlins mean 
business. 

And we know that this movie exists essentially to cash in on 
the brand name of the original "Gremlins." It's brainless sum¬ 
mer fun, but you know what? I'd just as soon think, even in the 
summer time. 


lilt I Hi W! 11 

"MEN DON’T LEA VE" (Warner, $89.95): On the 
heels of "Music Box,” Jessica Lange took a much 
different type of role in director Paul ("Risky Busi¬ 
ness”) Brickman's highly enjoyable comedy-drama, 
playing a single mother whose life becomes complicated . 
by a new romance ... as well as by an "older" woman’s 
(“Working Girl’s” Joan Cusack) interest in one of her 
two sons. *** (PG-13: AS, P) 

"PALM SPRINGS WEEKEND" (Warner. $39.95): “ 

This 1963 comedy-drama, about teen-agers on \ he loose 
in the title setting, is somewhat laughable now for. its 
dated approach. However, it also features early screen 
appearances by two talents who became. TV st&ptav 
.. Stefanie Powers and Robert Conrad. Warner. Bros. 

; fixtures Troy Donahue, Connie Stevens and Ty Hardin . 

, also appear. ** (Not rated: AS, V) 

HELD OVER: "AGB OLP FRIENDS? 1 . (HBO, 

. $79.99): Acting veterans Hume Cronyn aind -Vincent j , ;< 

’ Gardenia make: a compelling.team in this made-ifor- 
J. cable drama abpul iwO eldefly frien^s m a Winfmerit * 
home, whpse .relationship takes interesiing and sojoe- ; ;> 
, times painful turns as each main tries to compensate fpr: 1 T 
: what the other is lack ing. MSOliole Sc^rabejli |c« 4 s OJtcel-/ 
f ■' lent support as Cronyn’s nurse. *** (Not rated j t PJr,: ; : 
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Sports 

From The Press 
Box 

By Lee Lerner 


Dodger fans hope everything 
continues to work for Martinez 
for many seasons to come. 


The emergence of Ramon Mar¬ 
tinez has been a bright spot in an 
otherwise dark year for the Los 
Angeles Dodgers' pitching staff. 

Fernando Valenzuela, who did 
throw a no-hider June 29, has yet 
to regain the consistency that 
made him famous. Orel Hcr- 
slmcr, the team's Cy Young-win¬ 
ning ace, is sitting out the season 
recovering from shoulder surgery. 
And the Angeles’ bullpen, once 
one of baseball’s host, lias been 
racked by injuries and opposing 
batters. 

Hill (he way Martinez has spar¬ 
kled on the diamond is almost 
enough to make fans forget about 
the team's pitching woes. 

The 22-year-oid native of the 
Dominican Republic first earned 
national notice in June when he 
struck out IK batters in a game 
against At lam a. It was the mosi 
Ks by a Dodger pitcher since 
Sandy Koufax fanned lit in a 1962 
game. 

Since then, Martinez has con¬ 
tinued to whiff opposing players 
regularly. Barring injury, he has n 
good chance to become the first 
Dodger to win the National 
League strikeout championship 
since Valenzuela did it in 1981. 

But who knows? Recently Mar¬ 
tinez has been battling Boston's 
Roger Clemens and Texas' Nolan 
Ryan Tor the strikeout lead of 
both major leagues. The last time 
a Dodger won that title? In 1981, 
when Valenzuela’s 180 strikeouts 
led both the NL and AL. 

Individual awards are fine, but 
it’s what a player does to help his 
team that really counts. In June, 
the Dodgers were mired in a five- 
game losing streak. They turned 
to Martinez for help and he re¬ 
sponded with a four-hitler 
against the Padres that started a 
Los Angeles winning streak. 


Sports Line 

By Dale Dunlap 


After the game, Martinez 
talked about the victory. 

"In the late innings, I got loos¬ 
er. My fastball was running more, 
I was throwing my curve and 
changeup better and everything 
was working," he said. 


Football season is here. Satur¬ 
day the anuual NFL Hall of Fame 
Game will be played in Canton, 
Ohio. I know you have been wait¬ 
ing for it. Remember last year's 
game? 

Oh well, even if you don’t re¬ 
member the game, maybe you re¬ 
member the induction 
ceremonies. Don't you remember 
those stirring speeches by Willie 
Wood, Art Shell and Mel Ulount. 

Actually, I do remember Terry 
Bradshaw's. He said lie still 
wished he could play football. "1 
would just love to put my hands 
up under (center) Mike VVcbsLcr's 
rear end one more time." That 
amusing line aside, it was pretty 
dull stuff. I think the champion 
Sun Francisco 49crs played that 
day, but I could not swear by it. 

I guess exhibition (or preseason 
ns the NFL calls it) football is just 
one of those necessary events you 
have to go through waiting for the 
regular season. It’s sort of like 
having to cat your broccoli before 
you could have the chocolate cake 
when you were younger. 

This season promises to be one 
of adjustments, with the lucrative 
NFL deals and television forcing 
an extra week in the season. And 
there is an off-week for each team 
this year. Oh, don't forget wc 
have more playoff teams this 
year. 

I just can't get enough of those 
wild-card games. Remember last 
year’s wild-card teams? Yes, I 
think I remember the Eagles, but I 
don’t remember the rest. It’s just 
a haze. 

The mcglamaniacal NFL mon¬ 
ster just keeps getting bigger all 
the lime and we keep waiting for 
seasons to start, ready to flip on 
the TV or head to the sLadium. 
Boy, what suckers we are. We 
keep coming back for more and 
more and more football. We are 
lucky to still have wives. 

Just remember that when you 
arc listening to Bob Griese's in¬ 
duction speech Saturday instead 
of mowing the lawn. Have a nice 
fall. 



HOW OLD WAS MARCO POLO 
WHEN HE ARRIVED IN CHINA 
IN 1275 ? 


WHERE WAS THE FIRST "WUP 
TUNKEY FESTIVAL OF COUNTRY 
MUSIC" PRESENTED ? 


ANSWERS: 

erto 53 VHA MM3M1. • SloMlTM 'OSVftHp • 


ROCK TRACKS 


By Joel Zarrow 

Guns N* Roses won’t have anything on the record 
shelves until early 1991 — maybe. Says a Geffen repre¬ 
sentative, "Guns N’ Roses has been in the studio a long, 
long lime (since March). They aren’t in any real rush.” 
Roses hasn't had an album out since the 1987 debut, 

"Appetite for Destruction." The explanation for the 
delay: "They aren’t recording continuously. They also 
are recording enough tracks for four albums. ’ She 
denies any friction between band members and says that 
personal tensions play no part in the delays. But when I 
spoke to an insider before they started recording, she 
told me, "If they show up at the studio at the same time 
it's a miracle." 

Poison plans to undergo a concert trek come Septem¬ 
ber in support oT the just released "Flesh & Blood" LP. 
The band — whose first three albums have sold over 8 
million copies — first heads to England to join Aeros- 
ml(h and Whilesnakc for the Aug. 18 Monsters of Rock 
concert. Band member Rikki Rockett says the new 
album has, "A large percentage of live recordings, 
which is a first for us, but we refused to include any 
cover songs. Some bands are cheating their fans by using' 
outside material. A Poison record expresses our emo¬ 
tions, our feelings, our vibe." 

Aerosmhh the Movie? That's the buzz I’ve heard 
around town. An Aerosmlth spokesman confirms the 
group has been beseiged with movie offers to chronicle 
the rise and fall and rise again of what Rolling Stone 
called "probably the most influential hard rock band of 
the ’70s.” It would be quite a story, too. All five 
Aerosniith members are recovering alcoholics, most ad¬ 
mit to having used drugs and lead singer Steven Tyler 
admits to being a "pharmaceutical disposal” who was at 
one time at the top of "rock’s most wasted list." The 
drug-ravaged band all but dropped out of sight in the 
early '80s and has come back clean in the ’90s to 
coliseum-sized concert popularity. 

Singer Tyler turned down the role of Prince’s girl¬ 
friend in his "Graffiti Bridge" feature out of fear of 
being seen as just another Prince girlfriend. "All the 
names and faces of his past girlfriends blur into one 
after a while," she says of Prince’s penchant for carry¬ 
ing on-screen loves off screen. Also, with her debut 
"Girls Night OuF* disk at the top of the R&B charts and 
crossing over, she "didn’t want my first movie to be 
anything musical. I want people to take me seriously as 
an actress rather than a singer who wants to be in a 
movie." 


MAGICWORD 


KSIW* R#8 S 'l 10 'I, 8 !,. 0 * " 0fdi - ioek 11 ,he P u *2le. 
'“Hi find these worde In ill directions — horizontally, verti¬ 
cally, diagonally, backwards. Draw a olrole around eaoh let- 
jSUiLiwortloundJnthe puzzle, then strike It off the Hat. 

. r JL. nQ i! w ’!. ,how * ■•It™ been used but will leave It 
visible should It also lorm part of another word. Find the big 
worde first..When letters ol all listed words are circled, you”l 

SSfiSoNX*' °' l8t,Bri 18,1 ° VBr - They ' 11 8 P fl >' out 


JIM HENSON’S WORLD (Sol.: 8 letters) 
A-Animals; B-Big Bird, Bold; C-Cared, Car¬ 
toon, Characters, Clever, Creator; D-Disney; E- 
Emotion; F-Faith, Famous, Fans, Fozie Bear, 
Frog, Funny; G-Give, Globalist, Gonzo, Good¬ 
ness; I-Ideas; J-Jokes; K-Kermil, Kind; L-Large, 
Laugh; M-Media, Miss Piggy, Movies, Muppets, 
Music; P-Popular, Positive; S-Sesame Street, 
e ? ^Technology, Television, True; W-Wise, 
Wonderful, Writer. 

This Week’s Answer: CHILDREN 


RYS RETCARAHCCDS 
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I SMI LEEUELULS ME 
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T I ETEE RTS EMASES 
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TOP VIDEO 
RENTALS 


TOP COUNTRY 
ALBUMS 

1. Time, Clint Black. RCA 

2. Livin’ 11 Up, George 
Strait, MCA 

3. Pass it On Down, Ala¬ 
bama, RCA 

4. Pickin’ On Nashville, 

The Kentucky Headhunt- 
ers. Mercury 

5. Here In the Real World. 
Man Jackson, Arista 

6 . No Holdln 1 Back, Randy 
Tracis, Warner Bros. 

7. RVS III, Ricky Van Shel¬ 
ton, Columbia 

8 . Country Cl ub > Trav,s 

Tritt, Warner Bros. 

9. Willow In the Wind. 
Kathy Mattea , Mercury 

10. Garth Books. Garth 
Books, Capitol 


TOP POP 
SINQLES 

1. Step By Step. HewKds 
On The Block, Columbia 

2. It Must Hove Been Love. 

Rosette , EMI 

3. She Ain’t Worth U. 
Glenn Medeiros, MCA 

4. Poison, Bell BtvDe\oe, 

s7 C HoM On, Wilson Phil ‘ 

(SfrinBeYonr Shelter, Tay¬ 
lor Day tie, Arista . 
7. Cradle of Love, Bill) 

j*® sites** 

Phi! Collins, Atlantic 
10. Ready or Not, ABer 

Virgin 


1. Buck to (he Future Part 
II, Michael J. Fox, Christo¬ 
pher Lloyd , MCA/Univer- , , 
sul Home Video (PG-1989) 1 1 

2. The Fabulous Baker 
Boys, Jeff Bridges, Beau 
Bridges, 1VE (R-1989) 

3. The Little Mermaid, Ani¬ 
mated. Walt Disney Home 
Video (G-1989) 

4. Black Rain, Michael 
Douglas, Andy Garcia, Par¬ 
amount Home Video (R- 
1989) 

5. Harlem Nights, Eddie 
Murphy, Richard Pryor , 
Paramount Home Video 
(R-1989) 

6 . National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation, Chevy 
Chase, Warner Home Vid¬ 
eo (PG-13-1989) 

7. Dead Poets Society, Rob¬ 
in Williams, Touchsione 
Home Video (PG-1989) 

8 . Look Who's Talking, 
John Travolta, Kirstie Al¬ 
iev, RCA/Columbia Home 
Video (PG-13-1989) 

9. Sea of Love, A / Pacino, 
Ellen Barkin, MCA/Uni- 
versal Home Video (R- 
1989) 

10. Tango & Cash, Sly Stal¬ 
lone, Kurt Russell, Warner 
Home Video (R-1989) 


top pop 

ALBUMS 

1. Pretty Woman, Sound¬ 
track, EMI . rrjJ. 

2. Step By Step, ^ 

On The Block, Columbia 

3. I’m Breathless, Mgdon 
no, Warner Bros. ■ ■ 

4. -Please Hammer Don 1 

Hurt ’Em, M,C. Hammer,. 

Haven’t : Got, •- SupD 
O'Connor, 

6, Poison, Bed 

l^wilsitn ■i*hlll|p , r 
Phillips, SBK; 

B.* Brlga 


Phillips,f ,a 6 i 

, 8.’ Brigade,: 

' BoltO" ^nlnrhbla. ' : ■*> i;:. 
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Crossword Puzzle 


ACROSS 


1 Syncopaled 
drumbeats 
it Pass catcher 
Collioswortli 
is One-sided 

16 A Rodgers partner 

17 Deliverers 

IS Hungary's Nagy 
U As written: Mus. 

20 All. 

21 Axilla 

23 Young Gutline 
25 Musical tones 
27'Derrdre' 
dramatist 

28 Communicates a 
la sparks 

31 Plexus 

33 Noted Indian 
novelist 

34 —taire 
3 fiABt»r on an 

envelope 

37 Egypt's- 

stone 


1 Neutron star 

2 "PeefGynr 

temptress 

3 Gross 

4 Porter relative 

5 Venture 

8 Romance lang. 

7 Hold back 

8 Herdsmen 

8 Gibbon 

io Lionized lion 

It Voice ol 
Grandfather 
Time? 

12 What we 
watched o'er 

13 Irk 


40 Author Gay and 
family 

42 Footless 

43 Thnalor cries 

45 Alnuollo's Lull 

46 It is. in Ihiru 

47 Two jiggers 
51 Dropped a My 
53 Goal 

55 Ding or dong 

56 Crude shelter 
56 Fonnnr 

Vi.-ni!/iielcin 
mining town 

61 Hi-*. Io Louis 

62 Aleutian island 

63 Return a P O W 
io Ins native kind 

66 Via's kin 

87 Crackles 

68 Llr enclosure 

69 Rating 


DOWN 

14 T#»*«ins' toppers 

22 Bodies' meeting 
place in 
Scotland? 

24 Lubed the limo 

26 Mind 

29 Cereal grass 

30 Where to build 
houses 

32 Autocratic rulers: 
Var 

35 Last word in 
French (oast 

36 Fabulist 

37 Alcofribas 
Nasier’s real 
name 

38 "The Mikado.“ 


BBS 1 


illlil ilia in 

ii«:sa 0 ss«asss 


ill HUB IHIHH 


for one 

39 Plato was his 
pupil 

41 Author Deighton 

44 hors d'oeuvres 

46 N Y time in June 

48 Tell 

49 Become uptight 

50 Most foxy 

52 Harden 

54 Hang 

57 Grampus 

59 Regretful Miss, 
in a song 

60 Crafts' 
companion 

64 Hesitation 
sounds 

65 Wee, small hr. 


Solution 


QH0IH000000 0000 
flEOEnilHEHDB 00110 
0000000000 QE3E90 
ODD 0000 000000 
0000 000 00000 
000000 0O00 000 
0000000 0000 
□000HOD 0000000 
dODD B0B0DQO 
EDO 0000 00D0D0 
0OD0D 000 0D0D 
ODGEED Q000 DO0 
EECO 00EOD000DD 
OECE QD00ODDD00 
0000 0H00D0D0D0 
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JH^fiARE Ihrco boards dial came lit two week* ago during 
,8dic> Jl, P lica, ° al ,hc Jordan brid * c 
Tk bidding icqucnccs arc given ihc way I propoio ihem 
dfritnhn ? 111 tordaniin iiylc nalural tyilcm, ihen you havelo 
Bmmm X ou 8 ° ln ® lo pl>y the hand*. 

S*l{ , o4 1 Both vol., Dealer. West 
ST (Souih) 

VKQ 

S 

*«Q9763 « 


Watch the lady 

k« a ho during Bast led a small spade, how do youipUy7 

EStS 

propoio ihem *3 JjLo. 

n you have to VAJ7432 J *. 0986 


(North) (Bait) (South 


Pau 2* 
4 VI Pan 


(South (Wen) 

!♦ 

Double Pa** 


(Ei«) 

(South) 

(West) 

pas* 

*♦( 2 ) 

pan 

past 

4V 

pass 

pass 

5*(5) 

pass 

pass 

pas* 

pass 


GlTw * ulle<1 a»king for Acet 
l^fcre* ^ ,ho 4 ' K w «« not held by their *W 

»A } (Sou*) 7X ■ 

AQ1087642 
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esi) A well-judged competitive double by South and a 

2 ■ r £fu i rJ,Z wen commued ihe ..it, Yo» 

ass niff and... 
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ARIES (21 March - 19 April): Complete creative work in the morning. 
Good tidings arrive via letter or phone. Someone's affection for you 
comes through loud and clear. Your intuition tells you ihc message is 
sincere. Be sentimental. Time could be running out on an excellent op¬ 
portunity. Check with distant contacts for accurate information, then 
sign the papers. Mixing with a new social group could be fun. Dress 
your best this week. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): In business, look behind the scenes for 
answers. Although rosc-colorcd glasses arc not your style, consider 
wearing them this week. Whai you sec will make you smile — love is 
on the way I Go over accoums and bank statements. Someone who has 
asked for a lot of favours in the past contacts you again. Careful atten¬ 
tion to detail will save you time and money. 

GEMINI (21 May 20-Junc): Finish old business before tackling new 
projects. A detour could tlirow you off schedule. Share ihc limelight. 
Handle your personal finances with extra enre. Delay signing couiiacts 
and agreements. Continue a self-improvement project. A newcomer is 
more impressed by you ihun you rculise. Slay alert and keep a watchful 
eye on the comjiciition. Certain personal relationships are mystifying. 
Postpone signing contracts. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): Certain restrictions arc lifted; take ad¬ 
vantage of last-minute offers. Focus on big business, especially deals in¬ 
volving real estate. Make things happen. Long-range commitments arc 
favoured. Rely on your own efforts to pull off an important deal. Refuse 
to l>c pressured into making hasty decisions. Stick up for your riglusl 
Partner offers a helping hand at n critical moment. 

LEO (23 July - 22 Aug.): Look beyond your desire for entertainment 
and romance. A larger issue is involved. Many people could be affected 
by the decisions you make now. Your family must he considered. Re pa¬ 
tient. Intense personal strivings begin now. You will grow stronger (lur¬ 
ing the next few weeks. Changes cannot be forced. Use loci to get the 
special opportunity you wanted. A personal relationship begins to heal 
up. 

VIRGO (23 Aug. 22-Scpt.): Travel, exercise and social events arc fea¬ 
tured this week. A childhood chum could do you a huge favor; plan lo 
reciprocate as quickly as pussihlc. You get good advice from a lucky 
partner. A chance encounter provides clues to what has been a deep 
mystery these post months. Do more listening than talking. Consult pro¬ 
fessionals about a situation that is showing nu sign of improvement. 

LIBRA (23 Sept. - 22 Oct.): Recent profits will help case a temporary 
business slump. Import-export or mail-order items arc involved. Reach 
beyond current limitations. Something you leant tliis week will come in 
handy. A good day to sign agreements relating to property transfers or 
home improvements. Your male or partner needs a chance to relax and 
unwind. Be diplomatic with a young person eager to please. 

SCORPIO (23 Oct. - 21 Nov.): The pieces of a puzzle fall into place. 
Be more aware of financial possibilities. Do not lake anyone for granted. 
Postpone forming partnerships or joint monthly ventures. Be direct with 
loved ones. The emphasis this week is on seeing things as they really 
are. Revise your budget along more realistic lines. Avoid wishful think¬ 
ing when deciding whether or not an old romance is worth rekindling. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 Nov. - 21 Dec.) Avoid putting a new friend on a 
pedestal; you may not know all the facts. Focus your attention on major 
household repairs; get several bids. Do not latch on to someone for his 
prestige. Devote most of the day to work. If tuckered out by late after¬ 
noon, plan a quiet evening with loved ones. Small social gatherings are 
apt to be more fun than large ones. 

CAPRICORN ( 22 Dee. -19 Jan.): Give financial matters lop priority 
this week. Authorities may make things difficult if you fail to back up 
your promises with action. Plow through red tape step by step. Family 
offers support. Watch what you say around strangers and seek legal ad¬ 
vice if the question or liability arises. Written communications should be 
read very carefully to avoid misinterpretation. Heed what an older per¬ 
son tells you! 

AQUARIUS (20 Jan.- 18 Feb.): You can handle your responsibilities 
with aplomb. Make laughter part of your daily routine. Do more research 
before making a major decision. Use diplomacy with somcono young rind 
enthusiastic. Business should be on the upswing. Press ahead with plans 
that recently had to be postponed. Money spent on renovations will in¬ 
crease the value of your properly; Do not neglect to exerciso. 

PISCES (19 Pcb.- 20 March): Your daily routine may seem unproduc¬ 
tive. Revamping your schedule is not as complicated as It seems. A clash 
of egos can be avoided if you remain open-minded Day trips could prove 
' profitable. Yob can get a good reading on someone’s motives this week. 
Trust your intuition where delicate situations are concerned, but resist an 
/urge to gaihble. Sbmeone who is usually reliable could make an honest 
mistake, ....... •>. - • • 


TIfIS WEEK’S CHILDREN have a tendency to takeover and organise; 
everything in sight. Honeal lo a fqult, they oai) be painUUy frank at times. 
Reward these lively Laos' initiative while etyeoprtjbifc diplomacy. 
Sports will help them conyol their volcanic tempers end learin tcwhvvprk.' 
Deeply ioyal to ftiMdi'pnd family, (hey lend to Ixi overly pos«*iivc 0 (; 
their loved ones. They are ceritiri they know wfitt is best for these clowtir 
to their hearts!' j: X- 
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Algerian . 641271/2 

Arab Republic or Yemen 642381 

Australian. 637246/7 

Austrian Embassy.674750 

Bahrain. 664148 

Belgian .6756K3 

Canadian.666124 

Chilean. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons..... 642653 

Czechoslovakian ....665105 

Danish Consulate Gen. 622324 

Finnish Consulate.623443 

French.641273/4 

German.689351 

German D.R.819351/2 

Greek.672331 

Hungarian.674916 

Indian.637262 

Iraqi . 639331 

Italian .638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese.672486/7 

Yugoslavian.665107 

Kuwaiti.675135/8 

Libyan.666118 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan .641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.828911 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Consulate ......637164 

Pakistani.622787 

People's Rep. of Chinn.£66139 

Phillipincs. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatar.644331/2 

Romanian .667738 

Saudi Arabian. 814154 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish .622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish .669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

United Arab Emirates. 644369 

United Kingdom.8231 (Ml 

United States of America.. 644371 

USSR.641158 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP .668171/7 

UNRWA.669194/8 

par East Cum. off. (Taiwan).. 

ATI cm 


UNICEF.. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka. 645312 




Arab Air Cargo.674191/95 

Aeroflot.641510 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .675888/9 

Air Lanka .....655377/651799 

AUiladia.625203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Air line s.,637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways.641430 

Ihina Airlines.637380 

Cathey Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air.. 630011 

Emirates Airlincs.662141/678321 

Gulf Air. 653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines.639295 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iraqi Airways. 628S96/62859S 

Japan Air Lines.630879 

Kl.M .622175 

Korean Airlines.. 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines. 630144 

Libyan Arab Airlines .... 643831/2 

Lufthansa. 601744 

Malaysian Airline .639575/653446 

M.E.A. 636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

PIA . 625981 

Philippine Airlines.670155 

Polish Airlines. 625981 

Qaiilas.641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian.... 678321 

Sahara Belgian Airlines. 675888 

Saudia. 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines .... 604649 

Singapore Airlines. 676177 

Sudan Airlines. 662111 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.).642943 

Swiss Air. 629831 

Syrian Air. 622147 

TARCOM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 604649 

Trans World Airline. 623430 

Turkish Airlines.659102 

Ycmcenia Airways. 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines.604911 


Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 
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Cultural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre .. 661026/7 
American Centre Library 641520 

British Council. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

GocUtc Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Huya Arts Centre. 665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library. 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 



Shaklisshir. 

. 668958 

A 1 -Jabal . 

.606669 

Kadu . 

.665161/665153 


..813554 


.639197/8 

Nebo. 

. 816792 

Petra.. 

. 605501 


... 672424 


. 639861 

Al-Siimer. 

.771707 

Sutclhe. 

.625767/621471 

Star. 

. 604904 

Tigar. 

.671931 


. 673312 

Al-Woha . 


Abu Deuce. 

.644642/644906 

Amin Jurror (Avis).670498 

Amman. 

. 666327 

Arabian. 

.641350 

Avis-Jarrm. 

.08/51000 

Budget . 

.604230 

Dc’os. 

. 669970 

Dirani . 

.660601 

EurojK’ar. 

.601350/80 

General Services 

.674i 00 

Gulf.. 




That 



Algeria.. 

Argentina. 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia.. 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.. 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain. 

Belgium... 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil .. 

Rio dc Janeiro 21 
Brazilla 61 

Bulgaria. 

Sofia 2 

Canada........ 

Ottawa 613 

Chile. 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus... 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia... 

Prague 2 

Denmark.. 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador... 

Quito 2 

Egypt. 

Cairo 2 

Eire. 

Dublin L 
Cork 21 

Finland. 

Helsinki 6 

France.. 


Cinemas 

Concord. 

Rainbow. 625155 

Opera. 675573 

ffia.674111 

PI li lade! phi a..634144 

Nijoum. 675571 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City.667181 

Orthodox Club. 810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club.. 736572 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 




Amman 
Crown.. 

.798181 


. 663100 


. 660100 


. 660000 


.665094 

Intercontinental. 

Ambassador. 

. 641361 

. 665186 


.665181 

Middle East. 

. 667150 

Grand Palace,. 661121 

Tyche .661114 

international. 841712 

San Rock. 813801 

Alia Gateway. 

i Amra . 

.(08) 51000 
.... 815071 

Plaza . 

. 674111 

Aqaba 
Holiday Int'l. 

.312426 


.314340 

Al-Cazar.. 

Coral Beach. 

. 314131 

.313521 

Aqu am Arina I . 

Aquamarine II . 

Anaba .. 

.316250 

.315165 

.IldftQl 
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Emergencies 

Amman governor^.•■■■■91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance...193,775111 

Amman fire bridgadc.198 

First aid.. 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence resuce.630341 

Police rescue.621 111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co...'...-.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khalcdi Maternity.644281/6 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas, I. Amman.....636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital. 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

Italian- Al-Muhajrccn.777101/3 

Al-Bashir, Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Army, Marka.891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital. 674155 

General 

Jordan Television.773111 /19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information.121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service..623101 


Editorial & advertising telephone 
number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan Distribution 
Agency, telephone: 630191 



Paris 1 

Germany W(FRG). 49 

Bonn 288 

Greece.30 

Athens/Pirseus l 

India.. 

Banglore8l2 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with l ,2,3,4,5,6,7, & 8 . 

Indonesia. 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy....... . . 39 

Rome 6 

Ir 19.964 

Baghdad 1 

Jl >pan.. 

Tokyo 3 

.254 

Nairobi 2 

g UW8il .. 

Korea. go 

Seoul 2 

Li fa... 218 

Lebanon. 9^1 , 

Helm 1 

Malaysia.... • : 60 

KubIb Lumpur 3 1 . ■ i. • * 

■ Mexico...!.—.I-.... :. , h , 52 

Mexico City 5 ! ■' ■!' *, 

Morocco.' i on 

Fez 6 . ■ . . 

■ Rabat i ■ 

' Neaijicrlinds ' v .■' 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen....967 

A1 Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 

Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria.234 

Lagos 1 

Norway. 47 

Oslo 2 

S'PP. 968 

Pakistan... . ^ 92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 


Asuncion 54 

Peru. 

Lima 14 

Philippines. 

Manila 2 

Poland.. 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar. 

Romania,. 

Bucharest 0 
Saudi Arabia. 

■ Al-khobar 3 

■ Al-Madina 4 ■ 
Dammam 3 

Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 : -V-, •' 

. ..Riyadh \ 

Spain.. 

: "Batcclona 3 
: Madjrid l' 

' w m \l 

vi * »i,V 




Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 1QO years old. Also 
mosaics from Madnba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Roman: 
Thenue. Amman. Opening hours: 9 
a. 111 . - 5 p.m. year round, fd 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of ifo 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Al- 
Qal n (Citadel Hill). Opening 
huurs: 9 a .111 - 5 p.m.).CloscaTtes- 
days. 

Jordan National Gullery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islumic artists from most of 
die Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19th century 
Orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Wclbdeh. Hours 10 a.m.- 1:30 p.m. 
CloscdTuc.stlays.Tel. 630128. 




St. Joseph Church: (RomanCaih- 
olic) Jabal Amman,Tel. 624590 

Clturcli of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Welbdeh. 
Tel. 637440. 

De lu Salle Church: (RomanCaih- 
olic) Jabal Hussein.Tel. 661757. 

Terrosunta Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Welbdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday At 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashru fich. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephrlum Church; (Syrian 
Orthodox) Ashrafich. Td 771751. 

Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets n 
Southern Baptist School w 
Shmeisani, Tel. 827981. 

Church of the Good Sliephered- 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um as- 
Sumrnaq Tel. 811295. 


Morbclla 52 

Majorca 71 ^ 

Sri Lanka. 

Colombo I ~jq 

Sudan.-.- ^ 

Khartoum 11 ^ 

Sweden.——'. 

Stockholm 8 

Syria.... 

Damascus 11 '886 

Taiwan. 

Taipei 2 66 

Thailand... 

Bangkok 2 216 

Tunisia.. 

Tunis 1 90 

Turkey... 

Ankara 4- 

Istanbul 1 071 

UAE.... 

. Abu Dhabi 2 . 


595 

Ajman 6 . 

Al Ain 3 

...51- 

Dubai 4 

Fujairah 70 

63 

• Ghyathl 52 . 

Ras al Khaimali 77 

- 48 

Sharjah 6 . ; ". . 
Umm Al Quwaiji 6 . 

974 

UK.--.-vrr 

...40 

London X *• 

.966 

Uruguay....... J 

Monicvidco2 .’. 


USA--”.“i'BVS' -v 

. New Vork-212/718- ■ . ’• 

WMhiriglpii '202 \ -Vj 

■ 1 reCD ■ . ' ... ■ .. 
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